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MIRACLES: 


Collected out of 


Roman-Catholick Authors. 

With fome Remarkable 

HISTORIES 

Relating to 

aim Sriflj g>afntsL . 


JVith a Preface concerning the z5\d iracles , 


No Article was ever mitb more force of Spirit, or more grave Authority fit 
forth fince the beginning of Chrsfiian Religion, than, this one of Purgato¬ 
ry ; never Nation was Converted to the Faith, hut had this Truth not 
only Taught by Word, but by Miracles aljo Confirmed. W. Allen’; De¬ 
fence of the Catholick Dodfcrine of Purgatory, p.112. \ 
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PREFACE. 


R E A D E K| 

T HIS CotteSlion of Miracles was intended as an Ap¬ 
pendix to the School of the Eucharift, and to let thi 
Hereticks know further , that if the Papiifts pleafe they 
can trump up Miracles to prove all. their other Do- 
Brines, as well as that Jingle one <tf Tt'anfubfiantia- 
fion. Nay, they have out-done their own Bufirtefi in that hind, for 
they have employed Miracles againfl one another, to prove the contrary , 
"Points of Doctrine which are amongll tbemfelves : So that the World 
has not only been filled with Roman Catholick, but, for infiance, 
with Dominican and Francifcan Mraclts. For to pafi by the.Tra¬ 
gedy of Jetzer which is of elder date, it is well known how. the Pul¬ 
lets Eggs m the Canaries have been of late years both Macultfis and 
Tmmaculifis , and have been found in quite contrary Stories. For when 
the Francifcans were baffled m their .other Arguments, they betook 
tbemfelves to this laft and moil unanfwerable Method of Confuting 
their Adverfanes, and accordingly one-of them brings an Egg to the Bi- 
fiiop of the Caharies, which was well attefied to be found in a Pullet's 
Nefi, with an. bfcription of Letters which feemed to grow in the Shell 
of it. That the Virgin Mary was Conceived without Original 
Sin. This Mracle fiumsied the Dominicans for feme time ; but al¬ 
ways fet a Prieft to catch a PrieSt, for by that time the Dominicans 
were Virtuofds fafficicnt to prepare one, They alfo bad a Pullet's Egg out 
of the Nefi with the quite contrary bfcription upon it: And if the Bi- 
jhophad not put a ft op to theft Proceedings, no body knows where their 
Miracles would have -ended. The Ttutb of-this Story is fo well known 
to the Engliih Merchants who have of late been in the Canaries, that 
for the jubfiance of it 1 will refer my felf to the Spanifh Walk upon the 
Exchange, and I am fur* I have not wittingly varied m any Circum- 
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The PREFA Cfe. 

But will uny man of common Senfe call fuch Forgeries, as all theft 
are, by the Sacred Name of Miracles ? Or entitle the little Cheats, of 
Priefts to the Almighty Power of God ? No furely j for not only every 
Cbriftian has afurer Word of Prophecy to give heed unto, but dlfo every 
Natural Man has a better Light to guide him, than to be impojed upon 
by Lying Wonders. For as for Obtiftinnt, it is a fir ft Principle with 
them, That if an Angel from Heaven teach any other Goff cl toon what 
they ■have received from Chrifi atfd im Apofth % that Angel is afAfr 
and accurftd Spirit, and not to be believed $ And with mere Natural 
Qfen it is an undoubted Axiom, That God cannot deny himfelf, nor 
work any Miracle which is Inconfifient with his own Divine Nature t 
So that if any fret ended Miracles to atteft fuch DoCtrines as are contrary 
to the f lain and exprefs revelation of Scripture, and tb the tmAafigeable 
Nature of God, we are able at the firfi fight,-both as Men and Chrifiians# 
to pronounce fuch Miracles to be falje and counterfeit. Upon both of theft 
accounts we are fare that the School of the Eueharifi is an btipof For- 
geries, which are not ft to be endured either by Men or CbrifitUm. For 
the DoClrmef Tranfubfiantiation , in behalf of which Godl is food to have 
wrought aU thofe amazing Miracles , is exprefly contrary to Script^e^ 
which teaches ns. That Cbrifi's Body is a true Humane Body, in Humane, 
< Shape and Proportions; Whereas Tranfubfiantiation quite contrary makes 
no more but a little Breadm Apparition <j f the felf fame Body , and wi^ 
force us to believe. That it is in the form tf a Grumb if Bread* Again § 
all •Miracles wrought in behalf of Tranfubfiantiation, are wrought tit 
Prove, That both the fides of an infinite number of Contradictions are 
True ; But as we are men we are infallibly certain, that it is Itnpoffibk 
for both fides of a Contradiction to be. True : From whence i»e & 
like certain , That it is Impoffiblefor the God of Truth to fit his Seal to 
Tranfubftantiation, that is to fay, to fuch a number of Faljboods* 

The fame may be fhown in the other Points of Popery , as Invocation f 
Saints and Angels , Worfhip of Images, Worfhip of Relicks , or Dtaa 
Mens Bones , Prayers in an Unknown Tongue, &C. which are fc^nright 
Contradictions both to the DoCtrine of Scripture, as alfo to the Principles 
of Natural Tight, and the everlafting Notiom which we have of GoT* 
But becaufe Purgatory ts the matter which lies before us, I flail cbufi 
' rather to infiance in that ; 

Tritl ca- I# TbfsPopiJh DoCtrine which fays. That araongft theRecfc- 

■tcch. Sub ptacles or Apartments of Hell, theye is a Purgatory-fire wheta; 
Artie. .with the Souls of the Godly being tormented for a limited tin^e 
Symbol, are ckanfed from Sin, that Co they may have a pafiage into their 
ad inferos Eternal Country into winch no unclean thing fliallt enter, is plaits 
Seft.* v b 
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Ike PREFACE 

ppmtib&Qfjklpfbr Tehsxhnge ad 1 the World tofimaf me-wie/aostrSa- 
♦Aii f or bis Apofilet have PreaeM any fucbGojfifl: Nap, it a <*> 
contraryGofiel, far it fords m o dirtB and diametrical oppefitim ta tbu 
principal DoBrines. if Chrifiianity, at has been largely and learnedly 
ferns by Dr. Sherlock in The Second Part of bit Prefervative againlt 
Popery. So that if the Papifis bad fourty timet more Miracles than 
they have for the efiablijhment of Purgatory, yet while we are Cbrb 
fiians we mail rejeB both it and them as Forgeries and Falfioods. 

2. As wt are men we are able to fhew the fallhoed if that DoBrine., 
and eonfiepeentfy-of alt the Miracles wrought in behalf if it. For let men 
call an old Heatbenijh Poetical FlBton try the Name of an Article of the 
Cathohck Faith, the new Name does not alter, the nature of the Thing, 
nor make a FtBion to be a Truth. 

f firall therefore examine Purgatory as a DoBrine of the Poets, but 
'by no mean; as a DoBrine of Chrifiianity, and cmfider what a wifi 
Heathen would have faid to it. And r. He would fay. That to fuppofi 
the Souls of the Godly to bean unclean Thing, is a contradiBion in terms j 
fbr an unclean Soul is, an ungodly Soul. 2. He would fay. That Fire 
if no means <f Purging away the Defilements of a Soul, nor can a fiiri- 
faal fubfiahce be chytnicady prepared for Heaven, j. He would make 
work with their amtradiblious Charity in Praying for Souls out of Pur¬ 
gatory, in 'giving Alms and faying Mafiis to help them out, when yet 
they fiedfafify believe with a Divine Faith, that thofi Souls were fent 
thither m paffife for'their good, and that ft be punfhmentt of Purgatory 
be nht nevejfary fbr their enframe into Heaven, they went thither in 
Venn. 4. Though he were a very Philofipber, he would fmileat 
much, to think bow one man's Alms or Ave s pro Ad fupply the place of a 
furgiftg Hr* *nd refine another marts drofias he would to think how 
me ‘mans taking Phyfick fhtmld make another man Wed. In flrort, be 
would think of this DoBrine, and of aH the Miracles which jupport it,, 
as he ought to think. % 

This is a fure way of judging concerning ad other Popfh Miracles , 
even of the great Xavier’/, which the Author of the Pulpit Sayings, p.21. 
brags to have gained credit amongfl Protefiants themfilves. But for 
certain thofi Protefiants had never read Xavier’/ Perfic Gofpel , tranf 
lated at I remember by Ludovicus de Dieu, for then they muft have 
concluded, that God would never give his Letters of Credence to fuch a, 
falfi Apufilt, nor employ his own Almighty Power to gain belief to fueb- 
an heap of Faljhoods as there is, yea though they be mixed with, jbme, 
truths, for the Devil bimfelf never Jj/oke ad Lies. 

■ it 
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The PREE ACE. 

* it tafitto stpphthis Rule, wMe# never fail, tatitkMr* 
c la in tTL foUnrii CoUtftm , which ore (neb at eanmt h rfttmcdej 
with Cbrifiianky, nor the natural Notions which wo have of God. Cod 
and Nature do nothing iiwaini But can anytbmg bo more vam and 
fhortivc than thofe Matches of Miracles, which we have?. ? 

Where Omnipotepey is employed to lefi purpofe, than the Capping, ff Vtr* 
fes betwixt two Schoolboys, or than if one ofthernffoMfiandtoblm 
out a O die. V>hile the other blew it in again. And if thofe Mtraclei 
which pafjed betwixt St. Molva and St. Modoc,> 44 - have any 
meaning at all, they tend only to confirm the Doktrmeof Abfiammgfiom. 

Meats i which Doctrine bat but a very bad Character, ! linv 4. 3. 

and therefore thofe Miracles are undoubted Impofiures. For the Doftrtnes 
bf Devils jlsall never be confirmed with God s Miracles. 

J But every Reader is able to judge for bsmfelf, wbtcb eftheff Miracles 
are to ns purpofe, and which are for the Priefi's Purpofe, and to make the 
Popilh Pot boyl, as the Fire of Purgatory plainly ss ; wbtehare for the 
honour of the Saint , and the dijhonourffGod; which are fit to enflave 
mens minds, and which are fit to widen their Belief, that they maym 
more eafily [wallow the Myfierus of Popery, andma.word, which of 
them ffrve belt for thofe SuperJHtious and Anttcbrtjhan Uffs, which the 
Church of Rome knows very well how to pit them to. And therefore 
J [hall only take notice of one fingle Miracle, but it was a ffi* 

bad a great many more in the belly of st,and that ss the Staff <fjefus, 
which] uftus the Hermtte was ordered to deliver to St. Patrick, of which 

you have an Account p. 42, 45 ; Ntw {?&''*£>: J?n 2 ?T 
fiians [aid their Creed that Morning, when Jeffs 

at J .ftus’j Cell, and when he delivered to him the Staff f For at that 
time either the Article of bis fitting in Heaven, or elfe hu Mmertng ffi 

the Staff, and offending afterwards into Heaven, was not true. AM. 

j defire fome Romiff Prieff to tell me which it was. 
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MIRACLES: 

Collected out of 

> 

Roman-Catholick Authors. 


The Hiftery of a Mao , that having experienc'd the Pains of Pur¬ 
gatory, chofe much rather to jujfcr the Miferies of Humane 
Ufe, for many Tears together , than Three Days Torments in 
Purgatory. 


W E read in St. Antonin, that a Man who had beta ex¬ 
tremely debauch’d, was vifited by God with a long 
and painful Sicknefs. As he Was a great lover of 
his Pleafure, and his Diftemper putting him as it 
were upon the rack, he at length loft all Patience, and eameftly be- 
fought our Lord, that he would lend Death to him. An Angel ap¬ 
peared to him, that offered him the choice, either to continue lick as 
he was two Years longer, or fpend three Days in Purgatory. Tins 
Man being only fenfiblc of his prefent pain, preferr’d three Pays in 
Purgatory, before a two Years ficknefs. But hardly had he been 
an Hour in thole .Dreadful Flames, but that the fame Angel came 
to vilit him there, and askt him in what condition he found himfelf. 
Ah! he anfyver’d, you have deceiv’d me; For I was to have been but 
three Days in Purgatory, and whereas I have now been feveral Years 
here. No,the Angel retorted,! have not deceived you. But it is the vio¬ 
lence of your pains, that makes you think the little time you have 
been here fo long. Ah! for God’s fake, reply’d he, do fo as that Imay 
again return into life; For I am ready to fufrer all the pains of mjr Di¬ 
ftemper, not only during two Years, but as long as it inall pleafe God 
to affli< 5 t and punifh me. He obtain’d what he required, and never 
after did he complain of the pains be endured. Lt Ttdag'Qkrifticn&. y o 8 . 

. - • . B ' Hm 
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Purgatory Frov d by Miracles : 


How . a certain Holy Perfon was induc'd to Pray for Souls in fur- 
gatory tj , - . . . - • . T -v • >, ' 

A ' Holy Man, call'd Bakrand, a Provincial df-the Order- ©? St. Do* 
minique , laid Mals daily for die expiation of his own fins, without 
troubling himfelf with offering k to God for the jeepofe of Souk in Pur-. 
gatory,. J Beiqg One dayaskrthe rcafonof this,heanfwer’d.That thofe 
Soufewere fecur’d of their felvation,and by con(equence,that they had 
lets need of Prayers than the living. The Night following a dead man 
appeared ten times to him, knocking his hand agairift his Coffin, and' 
making a fhew as.if he would maul him. Which ppflefscl him with fb 
great a fea^ that ha role up bed®*!® in die Morning, and went to fay 
Mafs for the Dead j and all the reft of his Life he fpent in procuring 
by. aH forts of means their eafe and delivery. Bedag. Cbrejt. p. .pia. 

"the Account of a Man- in Purgatory, for neglecting to Pray for 
the Dead. 

I N the Year iy/fi.alfoty religious Prieft, of the Otetorof Smframjp 
appeared after his Death to a Novice, who pray’d for JfrnV api 
told he was in Purgatory, becaufe he had been negligent* pritdhg: 
fbr the Dead. Btdagi Ckreft. p.» jm 3 : . . • * . ▼ 


A Virgin, dfier havingbeenin Purgatory,and Heaven itfelf, Returns* 
upon Earib, for the goodand Converjton of Sinners. - 

S ’‘T. Chrif inupi Virgin,and Native of St. Thron in /f^^beingdead^ 
her Soul was convey’d into a place, where they fuffer’d ftich horri¬ 
ble torments, that fhe thought.it to be Fifell; but ah Angel allur’d her;, 
that it was only Purgatory, From thence fhe was Carried into Heaven 
before the Throne of Goq,wholeft it to her choice, whether fhe would 
remainetemally with the Blefledinglory,orbe re-united to herBody,. 
tb.labaurfor the-deliverance of thofe Souls which fhe had feen fuffer 




nifflisjTOinjHHHl 








took., this kft courfe^nd at the feme iriftaiit ffie refentrdd into her Body; 
which was laid publfekiy. at-that time in the midft of'the Chureh,while 
they were feyingMafs, Frpin that.time-this Saint berforin’d fitch rigo¬ 
rous Penances, idia men aftiazirig MortifeariOilsicrat fhe juftly acquired 
tKeSir-nameof Admirable. LtPedag. Chreft. p. cij. The 
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Cotte&ed tmt <f famatt-CatkoUck^, Authors. 

. ,. > . ' * . * * ' . ‘ * * . t. .* •'•. * . • * 

• The Tkauks of the Dead, for the Prayers of the Living. 

qT. Z,ie£frr,Bifhqp oiC*mWay > <xvs day praying in St. Dicholas’sflhurch- 
O yard, in the fame City, for thofe that were there enterr’d, and 
with great devotion faying (Ms Verfe, which the Church fb often 
lings : May the Souls of all the Fatthfi.il that are Dead reft in Pease ^ 
-a Voice was heard in the Air, that anfwer’d ghearfully and diftin&ly. 
So he it. LePed. Chrejt. p.f*4. 

A Perfott that devoted his Whole Life for the Redemption of the Dead. 

J Ean Ximenes, of theConmany of fife, a religious Alan of extraordi¬ 
nary Vertue, praying for the Dead on the cky of All Saints t -before 
the Image of thelmmarcalate Conception of our- Lady, heard a Voice 
that laid to h\m } Xtmet>es,remerrrber you the Souls that areas Purgatory Which 
fb fenfibly a flexed him, that he offer’d to God for them all his Morti¬ 
fications, all his Good Works, and generally all. the Ads of Venue, 
whether Interior, or-Exterior, that he was to do from that dme till 
death. Le Pedag. Cbreft. p. yij. 


St. Thomas Aquinas his Purgatory Expeditions. 

S T. Thomas Aquinas, faith the .Reverend Fattier Ribadeneyra , ;in his 
Dowers of the Lives cf Saints , was wont to demand three things of 
- Almighty God with great Inftance: The firft was force to lerve him 
without ever relenting in that firft Primitive fervour whorewith he 
. had undertaken his lervioe. The fecond, .that he would be pleafed 
- to keep him always in the humble and poor oondidon of a Religi¬ 
ous fiate, which he had made profeflion of. And the third was, 

- that he would reveal unto him, what ftate his Brother .Arnold was 
in , whom the Emperour Conradt had put to death , becaufe he 
ftuck to the Party of the Church. All which three thing? our Lord 
granted him in ample manner. For he gave him Grace to perlevere 
in his iervice until death in his Religious Order, with great ian&ity ; 
and he revealed unto him . in a Vifion, that his Brother was in the 
ftate of Salvation j our Lord recompencing the Death -which he was 
put unto for his Service and for the Defence of-the Church. His 
Sifter, that had- taken a Religious Courfe, appeared once unco him, ’ 
wbilft he was praying , and told him , that fhe was in Purgjtory, ’ 
demanding-the Affiftance of his Sacrifices and other Prayers. The 
Saint was very careful to help her with Maffes, Tattings,. Prayers, 

B 2 both 
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4 Purgatory Frw’d by Miracles : 

both by himfelf and by other Religious Men. And few days.after, 
{he appeared again for to thank him for the benefit he had procu¬ 
red unto her, tor that {he was now in Glory. St. Thomas asked her, 
of the condition of his two Brothers, and of his own Bate, Wbctk* 
it were rood in the prefence of God ? She anlwered. That their Brother 
Landulffe was in Purgatory, and Arnold was at reTi ; and that for what 
concerned himfelf, he was in the Grace of God, and that Jhortly they Jhould 
aB of them meet together, hut he Jhould he far higher in glory, for his good 
Service and Pains taken in the Church. Moreover,' at another rime, 
when he was one Night praying in the Church of his Convent, at 
Naples, Fryar Romanus, who fucceeded him in the Chair of Divinity 
in France , being lately deceafed, appeared unto him, St. Thomas ha¬ 
ving yet underltood nothing of his death $ after that he knew him, 
and was told by him, that he was departed out of this World, he 
inquired of him. Whether his Services were acceptable unto God, and if 
he were in the fate of Grace ? Romanus bid him, go on and perjevere 
■* in the fate he was m, for it was very good, and God was well pleafed 
with it. Then St. Thomas asked Romanus, how all things went with 
him, and where he was ? To whom he replied, that he was now in 
Heaiien $ but had been fifteen days in Purgatory for a neglect which, he had 
committed in the Execution of the Bijhop of Parish Will, in a Matter which 
ought to have been performed out of hand, and was delayed by his fault. 
Some other things did St. Thomas ask him, and was fatisfi'd in them 
all, after which Rcmanus vanifhed; leaving him in great comfort and 
confblation. For when Cod will reveal tome fecrets unto hisfervants, 

« he ufeth firft to give them a Defire, and moveth them by his Holy In- 
fpirations for to demand them of him, giving them an aifured confi¬ 
dence of obtaining what they ask: upon which Ground they walk 
fecurely, which they could not do, if that Divine Motion were want¬ 
ing, and if through a vain curiofity they did pretend to know theie- 
s cret Judgments of our Lord, and the ftate of Souls departed out of tWs 
Life: as many rimes it falleth out. Fat. Peter Ribadeneyra's Flowers of 
the Lives of the Saints, p.204. 

Whence came the Cuftom of faying Thirty Maffes for the Dead, which 
are called the Maffes of St. G regory. 

S T. Gregory the great Pope and Dc&or, came to underftand that a 
certain Monk that was fick, and ready to die, bad hoarded up 
^b^Tvtsef three hundred Crowns. This teemed unto him to be lb grievous an 
* be Saints, offence, that he commanded the Prior of the Monaftery, whole name 
0.2,33. was Predefine, to fee that none of the Religious (hould vifit him, or af¬ 
ford 
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CoVeSied out of Kontan-Catholick^ Authors. £ 

ford him any Comfort; to the end that feeing himfeif thus negle&ed 
by all, he might at lean in that Extremity, acknowledge his Fault, do 
Penance, and come to be laved. The poor man died, and the Saint 
would not permit his Body to be buried with the reft, but to be call 
upon a Dunghil, together with his three hundred Crowns: and all the 
Monks laid, Pecunia Tua, tecum fit in Perditionem ; Thy Monty perijb with 
thn. This Rigor was very profitable: for when the Proprietory Monk 
perceived that all abhorred him, ho had great feeling of his Crime, 
and died penitent: and the reft, that they might not incur the like 
Punilhtnent, laid at the Abbots feet all they had, even thole things 
which they might keep according to the Rule. After thirty days, the 
holy Father taking companion of the Soul of this poor man, comman¬ 
ded Preciofm to lay Mals for him every day for thirty days conlequent- 
ly * at the end whereof the decealed Monk appeared to a Brother of 
his, that was a Religious Man, and told him. That be bad been in Pur¬ 
gatory until that day , but that now by the mercy of God be was going toGb- 
ry. And this was the effed of the thirty Malles which St. Gregory com¬ 
manded to be (aid for him. Whence came the cuftom of laying 
thirty'Mafles for the Dead j which are called, The Majfes of Saint 
•Gregory. 


St. Staniflaus Rifhop dud Martyr, raifes up a Man to life that bad 
been throe years dead y to he bis Wituefi in a Process he had de¬ 
pending. 


T HE Reverend Father Ribadeneyra , in his laid Flowers of the Lives fbi Flow- 
of the Saints , does acquaint us in the Life of St. Staniflaus Bilhop "i *1 
and Martyr, how that that holy Bilhop had bought, for the benefit of thtSsutts* 
his Church, a piece of Land of a Rich man named Peter , and had p. 334. 
faithfully paid him the price of it; but yet could not Ihew lufficient 
Evidences for the proof of the lame. The man that fold him this 
Land had now been dead three years: And his Heirs, for to pleafe 
the King, who here a great enmity to the Saint, and to make their 
benefit of lb Tair an occafion, complained of the Bilhop in a Juridical 
Court, that he had feized upon an Inheritance that belonged tp them. 

The Bulinels was brought to be examined before the King; who find¬ 
ing that the Bilhop wanted lome neceflary Writings, and that the Wit- 
neftes, for fear of his dilpleafcre, durft not inform the Court of the i 

Truth, condemned him to reftore the Lands to Peer’s Heirs, as due 
and proper to them by right of Inheritance. The Saint demanded 
three days for to bring Peter before them, of whom he harf bought the 
Land, and who, as we laid, bad been dead and buried three years be- 

^ . fin*. 

/CjOOgle 
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Tttrgdt&ry trov d by 'Miracles ? 

fore, Thfey.eafify granted him his demand,' making a jeft arid /port 
of it. Bur the Saint fafted, wateht and pray'd with great fer+oUr and 
itrfhmcy, begging of bur Lord, That feting the Gaufe was bis, and that it 
“was be who was wronged and injured by that unjuft Sentonce , be would be 
pleafed To take the whole Bufitttf in band, and rtje up in bis own defence. 
At the end of three days, having offered op the Holy Sacrifice of 
Ma(s, he .went unto the Grave where Peter lay buried, and made die 
<§rav£ftone betaken away, and- the Earth opened until the Body ap¬ 
peared : Then touching the /aid Body with his Crofier-ftafL com- 
tnanded Peter to rife. At which inftant the dead Body obeying die 
Voice of the living Saint, Peter role up and followed him to the Court, 
where the King was, accompanied with all his Nobles and Judges. 
.To whonl' St. Stanijlatn fpofce thus : Look here is Pecer,< if whom I bought 
the Land j b>bo having been dead, is rifen again, used now fiandetb before 
you. Ask of him if it -be true that I paid aim entirely that for- which be 
fold and I boisgbt that Land for tbe Cburcb. The mm is fuffictently known, 
bis Grave is open : It is God who raifed him to life, for the confirmation and 
affured proof of this Ferity. His Word ought to be a more certain and infal¬ 
lible Argument of it, than- dtt the Teftimony of Witneffes, or Evidence of 
Writings that can be alledged. This fo great and manifeft a Miracle did 
extreamly daunt the-Courage of the Bilhop’s Adverlaries, and ftruck 
them to the very heart, lo that they remained quite dumb, and had 
mot'One word to lay : For Peter declared pUblickly the Truth, and ve¬ 
ry gravely and ferioufly warned his Heirs to do Penance for this their 
fin, and for having fo much molefled the holy Prelate, contrary to all Efuity 
and Juftiet. St. Staniflam offered Peter, if he defiled to remain fome 
years in life, to obtain it for him of Almighty God. But he choie 
rather to return to his Grave, and die again prefendy, than to abide 
in fo troublefome and dangerous a Life: and cold , the Saint, That be 
Was in Purgatory, and that yet he bad fotnetbingto fisjfti m fatufafthmfor 
the remnant ofhis fms : and that-be badratber be ftcure of bis fdvation, al¬ 
though it Were‘by nniergomg'tbe reft of the pain and torment due to bis for¬ 
mer jins, than engage bimjetf in the hazard and jeopardy r bya embarking a- 
new to be tojfed in the Jtormy-and tempejhtom Sea f sjjft wicked World. 
That be begged of him to befeecb our Lord to remit and potion, him the reft 
' of bis Pitnrfhptent, and to releafe him fboa-oist of that Prifm, and bring him 
■fo enjoy his glory inthe-Hefted company 6 f’Saints. When he had (aid das, 
Staniflam accompanied him to the Grave, and a multitude of.peo- 
( ple went dong with them. Peter laid him/elf down in his Tomb, and 
■ comp6icd.him(elf for his kft Reft 5 and begging of aft the Aifembiy 
“for to recommend his Soul unto our Lord, died, die feoond time, for 
to go to fivcetemaftywithAtefightyGbd. 

Stu 
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St. Terefa by heir Prayers reftues, a Ferforrout of Purgatory. 


A Certain Gentleman, who had given the Saint ( viz. Ttrefa ) an Tht pim. 

Inheritance for the founding of a Monaftery in VaBiodolid not* 1 '? *f tk ‘ 
long after fuddenly fell fick and died, and his Speech failing him, he ^Stints 
was not ableto make a full Confeffion, although he gave great figrts of p. 79J . 
Contrition. She hearing of his Death, was nitich affli&ed for- him,- 
fearing left perhaps his Soul was damned;. and as*/he was recommen-! 
dang him to Gou, our Lord told her. That his lalvation had been in 
great danger, and that he had fhewed him mercy for the (ervice he had ! 
done his Mother, giving her a Houfe for the building of a Monaftery 5 
there of her Order, and that he jfcould come out of Purgatory When 
the ifirft Mafs foouid be faidthere, and not before. The Saint having 
heard this, being feftdl of Charity as foe was, for thar foe had alWa^J 
before her Eyes the grievous pains that this Soul endured, could find 
no repofe until foe had founded the Monaftery. , And tb the end that 
we might know of the compaffion that our Lord has of the Souls that 
are. in Purgatory, and how' pfeafing arid grateful that isuntohim; 
which is done for them* bitrifelf one day, feeing that the Saint,byrea- 
fbn of certain Affairs which occurred, made fbthe delay to go toraHios 
dolid to found the laid Monaftery, haftened her on as foe was in Pray¬ 
er, bidding her to make haftawayfor that that Soul fufferedmudiJSthd 
all was fulfilled' as had been, revealed unto her: for Mafsbeingended, 
and the.Saint approaching to receive fHe Holy Cbtomuniori, ftiei&n* 
deman who brad beefr Matter Of the Houfe aridGard'en, whe/efodand 
her Companitms now'were; appeared unto her wirfrar glbriOtisind 
chearful countenance, and thanked her. with joyned hands for that 
which foe had done, for his delivery out of Purgatory j and after this 
he mounted up to Heaven'. 1 V . *••• ’ '• 

." :: .1 :e : o: i 


■ A Pifron of Purgatwy; : 'P$ff, atidptfailifi. ) ^ r ; ’ • 

A Certain Htisbandman, cd\t& ThkrciBtfs } 'living at Tidfiudi a Vil- f 
Zl lage in the Bifooprick- of London, f a perfbn very' Hofpkable to hn r ‘ f * F ‘ l8x * 
capacity, while he was in his Field, jalianits the Hofjpitatorappeared 
«a him> bidding hhn be ready at night, when he wpuld call uponhtm*, 
there 5 being matters-tobd dwindy fnew^cPhlnr, that Were beyond tHfe 
apprehenfions of Humanity. Accordingly, he came;- arid bidding 
Twnidht tb leave FtisBody to reft in his Bed, ’ for that his Soul • was 
©nit t5o troop along widihim. ■ + 

■ Comirig to abourthe middk^fthe.Wbild^hey 1 ehtfed Thtc&egW’ 
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Pnrgatory Trov'd by Miracles: 

rious Court that had a wonderful light arifing, laid the Guide, from 
the decimation of the Juft. Here they met with St. James, who had 
fent for this Stranger, and he bM St. Julian and St. Dernniat, the Kee¬ 
pers of the place, Ihew the Stranger the penal places of the Wicked, 
and the Manfions of the Juft. Hereupon St. Julian inform'd him that 
this was the Court for all Souls newly departed their Bodies j and there 
the Places and Manfions were fortedand-affign'd as well for the damn’d, 
asfor thole that were to undergo the torments of Pulsatory. This place 
was conftituted by our Saviour upon the Interceffion of the glorious 
Virgin Mary, for the reception of Souls that are new born in Chrift, 
that they may there convene as fbon as they leave the Body, - to be 
tryd according to their Works, without any invafion of the Devils. 
And this is call’d the Congregation of Souls. The Souls of the Juft, 
were perfe&ly white, and had the Afpe&s of Youths. Without this 
Wall was the place of puniihraent for thofe that us'd injuftice in mat¬ 
ter of Tythes, and the Saint perceiving by our Strangers coughing in 
palling by it, that he had been tardy in that bufinefi, he commanded 
him to make a publick Confeffion or it at his return before the whole 
Congregation, and require Abfolution from the Prieft. 

Eaftwardiy between two-Walls, was a vaft place of Purgatory-fire, 
and beyond it a Pond to renfe Souls in that haa waded through Pur¬ 
gatory, the water being fait and cold beyond companion. Over this 
Purgitory St. Nicholas was the Overleer. 

Tnere was a mighty Bridge all befet with Nails and Spikes, and 
leading to the Mount of Joy: On which Mount was a (Irately Church, 
feemingly capable to contain. all the Inhabitants of the World, and 
into which the Souls were no (ooner entred, but that they forgot all 
their former torments. 

Returning to the firft Church, there they found St. Michael the 
Archangel, and the Apoftles Veter and Paul. St. Michael caus’d all the 
white Souk to pals through the Flames, unharm'd, to the Mount of 
Joyj and thofe that had black and white fpots, St. Peter led into Pur¬ 
gatory to be purified. 

In one part late St. Paul, and the Devil oppofite to him with his 
Guards, with a pair of Scales between them, weighing all fuch Souk 
as. were all avsr black; when upon weighing a Soul the Scale turn’d 
toward St. Paul, he lent it to Purgatory there to expiate its fting; 
.when towards the Devil, his Crew with great triumph plung’d it into 
the flaming Pit. 

Now it happened one Evening that they law a Devil coming foil 
fpeed upon a black Horfe, whom his Companions went out to meet 
jtfth great triumph. St.&rnnim forc'd the . Fiend to tell him whpfe 

...soul 
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fail it was ha fo racked with riding; Heanfwered, That it was a Peer 
of England, who di’d the night before, without Gonfeftion, or recei¬ 
ving our Lord’s Body: That he had render'd his People very miferabla 
upon the inftigatioa of his Wife j and that having turn’d him into that 
Horfe-like form,he had brought him down to eternal paiudunent. And 
then the Fiend calling his Eyes upon the Ruftick, Who's he, quoth he to 
the Saint? Quoth the Saint,Dofe not know him ? laid the Fiend,I few tine 
man at Tidltude Char eh in Eflex at the time of its Dedication. Cry'dthe 
Sainty How went you in ? To whom the Fiend anfvvei’d* 1 ». a Womans 
Garb J by the feme token that coming up to the Font, and meaning to go into 
the Chatted, the Deacon met me with a holy Water-fetch, and fe frighted me 
with the Jfeinkimg of that Water, that giving a skream, I leapt at euae two 
furlongs from the Church into a Field. And the Ruftick did affirm, that 
he and others had heard thenoife, but were altogether ignorant of the 
meaning. 

Then the Ruftick,under the proteAionof the Saints, law the Devik 
Stage Plays: Fifft, they introduc'd a proud man in his Robes, lime- 
ting along big, coekinghis Eyebrows, ottering Iwdling Words, in Ihort 
having all the manners oflmperioulnds and Arrcgaocy j but while he 
was threatning horrible Executions, and priding hiqifelf in his Trap¬ 
pings, all on the ludden they tam’d into a flame about him, bifrniag 
him moft dilmally, and then the Devils feising him, tormented him 
beyond what humane Malice can imagine. 

Then entred a Prieft, whofe Tongue they tear out, and then made 
him (offer the fame torments as the proud man, for not having given 
his Flock either Eacottation, or a piea&Example, or Prayers, or Malles, 
for the temporal Goods he received from it. 

Then came a Souldier arm'd C<^»?«,unpdinQunt8d on a black Hor<&, 
praunciog and brandifhing his Spear againfl the Devils, and boalling 
of his Exploits; but after fans play, they demount hirn, and he tea 
the fame fate as the former. - 

Then they introduc’d a LawyCr,the tndft famous efaUEagfeWjbut 
ended his life miferaUy in the vtry .year of this Vifioa. He .Was wont 
to take Fees on both iides, and the Fiends now forc’d him to aft the 
fame over again: fer he advis’d here on the. right and left; and took, 
counted, and pocketed the-Moneys he thus received fromhoth Parties. 
But the Devils having diverted thdnfelves with his ading: inthis man¬ 
ner, on a hidden they turned aft hisMoney into a bailing Liquor, atld 
compell’dftim to fwallow it, attendingihis with fundryiothdrjextnami- 
ties of torments. His Wife was. abb; there in burning Denamxyfbr 
having pretended a Ring of hera o> have beenftotten, ahdcam’dtEx* 
communication thereupon to be'pcOffOtSl^d $ whetoas fhe had igno¬ 
rantly laid it up m ta Gabtaft C Then 
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Then came an Adulterer and an Adulcerels, reprefenting the very a& 
of Copulation, with the molt filthy venerial motions, and immodeft 
poftures, before the whole Affembly. And then becoming as it were 
diftraded, they fell bitterly upon one another, changing their fupejfi- 
cial Love into Cruelty and Hatred. And then were by the Infernals, 
in like manner as the former, as alfo all Fornicators are, with punilh- 
ments beyond delcription. 

Thai. two. Backbiters enter’d with wry faces and odd grimaces. 

The two heads of a burning Spear were put into their mouths; which 
knawing upon with diftorted looks they quickly met at the middte,and 
then tearing one another, they all embru’d their faces with biting. 

Then Thieves, Incendiaries, and Violators of holy places, were in¬ 
troduc'd, and were rack'd by the Devils upon burning Wheels, and 
fondry other Inftruments of torment. 

The Ruftick like wile faw near the entrance of the lower Half as it 
were four Streets; the firft was full of innumerable Furnaces and Caul¬ 
drons fill’d with flaming Pitch & otherLiquids,and boiling of fouls, whole 
heads were like thole of black Filhes in the leething Liquor. The lecond 
had its Cauldrons ftor’d with Snow and Ice, to torment fouls with 
horr^l Cold. The third had thereof boiling Sulphur and other mate¬ 
rials affording the worft of ftinks for the vexing of fouls that had. wal¬ 
low’d in the filth of Luft. The fourth had Cauldrons of a molt horrid 
fait and black Water. Now finners of all forts were alternately tor¬ 
mented in thefo Cauldrons. 

Now returning to the Temple, upon the Mount of Joy, the Ruftick' 
had a fightof the introduction of pure white fouls, and was made tenfi- 
ble how much they were help'd to thepolleffion of eternal Joys,by the 
-meansof the Malles of their Friends in the Y^orld: nay, and faw ma¬ 
ny bf his Acquaintance dancing Attendance upon St. Michael for ad¬ 
mittance* That Saint likewile fhew’d him the feveral Manfionsand 
' Apartmentsof thple that gradually mounted up to infinite Happinels; * 
-and how they at certain hours each day heard Canticles from Hea¬ 
ven; as'if all the forts of Mufick in the World had joyn’d in conform 

Then he led him to a place all bedeckt with infinite variety of Flow¬ 
ers and Herbs jhaving a moil dear Fountain branching it felf into four 
ft reams of a various Liquor and colour. Upon this Fountain ftood.a 
moft beautiful Tree of a wonderfulbignefi, and immenle height, afford¬ 
ing all forts of Fruits, and the flavour of all Spices. Under this Tree, 
near the Fountain, lay a man of a graceful mien and Gigantick ftature, 
having a Veftment on from hisbreaftto his feet, of various colours and 
wonderful beauty: he feem’d to laugh with one Eye, and weep with 
the other. This is Adam, quoth St. Michael, who by his fouling Eye 
' - . . ’ ’ o a . ’ denotes 
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denotes the joy he receives from the ineffable glorification of his SonS 
that are to be laved ; and by the other weeping one, denounces the 
forrow he undergoes on the account of the rebrobatioh of fome of his 
Sons, and the juft Judgment of God upon the damned. The Veft- 
ment with which he is covered, but not a compleat Robe, is the Veft 
of Immortality and Glory, which hewasftript of at.his firft prevari¬ 
cation : for he began to receive this Veft from Abel his juft Son, till now 
thro’ the whole fucceflion of his juft Sons. And as the Eled: rtiine with 
various Virtues, lb this Veft is pictured of a various colour. When the 
number of the EleA Sons fliall be compleat, then Adam (hall be all o- 
vercloath’d with a Robe of Immortality and Glory j and lo the World 
/hall be at an end. 

Then the Saint led the Ruftick into a much more raviihing place 
than any yetfeen, and there fhew’d him St. Catharina } St.Margareta,zx\A 
St. Ofitba, whole beauty -having admired,5r. Michael bid St. Julian con¬ 
vey him back to his fiody, and accordingly did lo, but how is not 
known. He lay as it were in a Trance for two days and two .nights 
after, but after that repairing to Church, he was follicited by thePrieft 
“and his Parilhoners to acquaint them with his Revelations ; but he de¬ 
clining lo to do, St. Julian appear’d to him the night following, and 
commanded him togratifie them in that point. And in obedience to 
the Saint, he gave an account of his Vifion in the Englifh Tongue, With 
luch Eloquence as created admiration in all his Auditors; and the 
more.as having been known to have ever been a man of narrow fence 
and few words. 

The occafiott of the Infiitution of a fet and folemn day,for the Praying 
t for Souls out of Purgatory. 

T HE Cardinal Peter Damian, a very holy and very learned man, f/**- 
writes m the Life of St.Odilo Abbot of Cluny, ( who died in the l l s . 
year of our Lord 1048 ) that a Religious man of France returning from tbfSaints 
Hierufalem,was by a Tempeft carried to an Ifland or Rock, where there p. 828. ’ 
was an holy Hermite,who told him,that there hard by were great burn¬ 
ing flaming fires, where the fouls of the Dead were tormented; that 
he heard the Devils oftentimes howl and complain, for that by the 
Prayers and Alms of the Faithful, the pains which thole fouls differed 
were mitigated, and the fouls freed out of their hands ; and that parti¬ 
cularly they complained of Odlolo Abbot, and his Monks,for their cate 
and vigilance in favouring and helping them: -and conjured the-Reli- 
gious man, becaufe he was a Pr-tmh-man, and knew the Monaftery of . 

Cluty) be laid) and the Abbot Odtlo, to entreat the laid Abbot, arid 
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to ohaigehjtninhis name to perfevere -inthatbolyphcercife, and by his 
fervent Prayere and continual Alms,to endeavour to give refre/hmenc 
to the fouls of our Brethren that ace tormented in Purgatory, that Co . 
the joy of the Blefled might beincreafed in Heaven, and the Jorrow of 
the Devils in Hell. The Religious man returned into France, com- 
jmmicated that which he had heard of the holy Hermitp with O \dilt 
Abbot, and with all that hleffed Congregation which was under his 
charge: And the Abbot ordained that in all his Monafteries, upon the 
Second of November, the day after the Feftivity of AU Saints •, Should be 
made a particular Commemoration of the Dead, and that efpeeial care 
fhotdd bp ufed to fuccour and relieve them, by Prayers,Alms,and Mat 
fes. And that which St. Odilo inftituted in his Convents, was after¬ 
wards (received and eftabli/hed by Apoftolical Authority in the whole 
Univerfal Church. Peter Galefinw Protoaotary Apoftolical, lays* that 
many write, that Pope jfa&»XVI. inftkuted this Cojnmearoration by 
the cpunfel and advice of St.QdiU It is true, that Almarm Pdrtunatus 
Bifeop of Trtvers, who lived about 200 years before OMlo, in a Book 
•of the Ecdtfiaftical Offices, which be,wrote to Ludovicm Ptm Etnpe- 
Tour, after the Office »f the Saints, hpiputs that of the Dead; and he 
fays that he did fo, becaufe many depart out of this Life, who do not go 
prefently to Heaven, for whom that Officewas wont to be laid: which 
is a fign that even in bis time this was done, as Cardinal Bar mitts has 
noted. And this is (efficient to declare the Inftitution ofthH Comme¬ 
moration of the Dead, and the oocafipncf making of it 

Certain Revelations which the Saints have had concerning the Souls 
in Purgatory. 


p.830. 


Flowers of Ct. Gregory the Great -writes, that the Soul of Pafcbafius appeared to 
the tivistf . Su German , and reftified unto him, that he was freed from the 

the Stints, ^j„ s 0 f Purgatory for his Prayers. When the fame St. Gregory was 
AbDOt of his Monaftery, a Monk of his, called Jttjhv, now dead, ap¬ 
peared to another Monk, called Copiofiss, and advertized him, that he 
had been freed from the Torments of Purgatory, by thirty Maffcs, 
which Pretioftss , Prefect of the Monaftery by the Order of St. Gregory, 
had laid for his Soul, as is recounted in his Life. St. Gregory of Tours 
wriresofa Holy Damzel,called Vitalianayhxt fee appeared to St. Mar¬ 
tin, and told him, that fee had been in Purgatory for a venial fin 
which fee had committed, and that fee -was delivered by the Prayers 
of the Saint. Peter Damian writes, that St. Severin appeared to a 
Clergy-man, android him, that he had been in PuOgatory,, for not ba¬ 
ling uid the Divine Service at due hours, apd that after warilsGod 
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had delivered him, and carried him to the'company of theblefled. 

St. Bernard writer that St. Malachy freed his Sifter from the pains of 
Purgatory by his Prayers, and that the fame Sifter had appeared imto 
him, begging of him that relief and favour. And St. Bernard himfelf 
by his Interceflion freed another, who had fuffered a whole Year the 
pairls of Purgaopry : as Witiiam AbbSt writes in his Life. And St. Rem- 
bert, Archbifhop qf Bremes , falling forty days for a Prieft, called Ar¬ 
nolfos, freed him out of Purgatory : and the fame Arnolfos appeared 
to him, and gave him thanks for it, as Surius relates in his Life. And 
St. Thomas of Aquin, heing at his Prayers, a filler of his, a religious 
woman" now dead, appeared unto him, and told him, how that fhe 
was in Purgatory : and afterwards fhe appeared to him again, giving 
him thanks Tor the benefit, which by the means of his Fans, Prayers, 
and Malles, Ihe had received, and for the glory which fhe now had in 
Heaven. Tope BenediB the Eighth, being now dead, appeared to 
St. Odilo Abbot, (of whom we (poke before) glorious and beautiful, 
and'gave him thanks, with profound reverence, confeffing, that by 
his Prayer's, and the Prayers of his Religious, God had done him the 
favour to take him out of the prilon -of Purgatory, and to place him 
in Heaven amongft the Ele£L 

, _ . r 

■St. 'Martin ratfes atte from the Dead .. 

TX 7 Ithoat theCity of ToiSfiers, Stv Martin bvMt a • poor Monaftery Flowrs tf 
y V for hithfelfand fof ibme ofthole that followed him. 'Amongft tbe *-j vts 
•ihefe Was dtte, a Catechumen, who. When St. Martin was tipena tim QgJ„ ts 
out of the Convent, fell fick of fuch a violent Difeafe, that within a p, 856.’ 
few days it took away his life, and he died without-being baptized. 

The Saint "returned home, and found his Monks much affli&ed, for 
what had banned}.and the Corpfe iof thedead ,Mari,ready to be carried 
to the Grave: He approached hear unto himy fad and difconlolate: 
looked ftedfaftly upon him with great feeling , arid by a particular' 
impulle from God, commanded them all to go out -of the Chamber: 
and the Doors being fhut, ftretched himfelf upon the cold Body of 
the Dead Man, and making a fervorous Prayer to our Lord, befought 
him to reftore him tolife: and our Lord did fo, inlbmuch that thole 
who were without, ex peeing the event, entring intp the Chamber, 
to their great admiratioaand aftonifhmenc, found Him alive, whom, 
they were about to bury. The Catechumen they revived, received 
immediately -the Water of Holy Baptifm, and lived many years j 
and recounted how that his Soul-being gone but of the Body, waspre- 
fented before the Tribunal of God, and that It was condemned to be 
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in certain■ ohfeurq and dark places, but that -prefently after it -tin* 
derftood by the Angels, that St. Martin prayed for it, and that the 
Judge had commanded them to carry it back to the Body, and to pre- 
ient it as from him to-his Servant St. Martin. 


Of Fifhermen that fijhup a Soul in a Piece of Ice. 

* Fart 4. T He Author of Purgatories, Knell, relateth From * Antoninus of cer- 
SmMajor. J. tain Fifhermen, who drawing their Net to Land, found therein 
Ut a ma % piece of Ice, whereof they were not a little glad,becaufe they 
tmp.Purg. knew it would be a welcom Prelent to Theobald their Bifliop, who was,' 
Silt. 7. exceedingly tormented with a burning heat in his Feet} Neither were, 

they deceived, for it flood him iogreatftead- One day arriongft the 
reft, as he was cooling his Gouty To^, lie heard a Voice from out of 
tire Ice, whereupon he conjures it to,tell, who or what it was. ^he k 
Voice anfwers, I am a Soul afflitled for my jins in this Ice, and unlefi you 
' fay thirty MaJJes for me , thirty whole days together , I Jhall not be delivered. 
Theobald inftantly betakes him to his Beads,apd begins his task. Whileft 
lpe was at his work, there is News'brought of an Array approaching 
to lack the Town. The Bilhop is driven to give over his Devotion for 
that time. When the Hurly-burly was piaft, he falls to his Bus’nefs the 
v fecond time,but with as ill fuccefs j fpr then there arolea Civil Com¬ 
motion in the Town. The third time he means to make all fure: but 
i fee, ;(*s the-Devil woijld have it) , the whole Qity;-,wich ; the Bilhops 
’.v.-r ■ - Palace, .was all on- a light .fire j- his .Sefiyant^;, \yere importunate with 
him* 4:0 caraway his Boqk, andj.to provide for his own l^fety.. Do 
■: what they could, they could not prevail. All the Anfwer they could 
get is this, that though the Town fhould h^barnt to the grqund, fie is, 
refolyed not to give over, till hq ; had made an $nd?. T® I 5 ® fhoirt ? he 
his wogdk AVpuidiy^U hp*c theifth^jr ho-lapnep 

: $ip was^eUv^edj- and the Tire vp, 

'^ilhed ; ,neithpr,was there any damage^t aE received. If this be not 
qu^.rusk the Filherinen j Poor Souls, they little-thought they had ta- 
keniqch a Bgoty. : I . . 


* Sermones 
difeipuli de 


rv The Choke of >d Soul in Purgatory. • •: : n: ' 

*.r -1 s *i % r •'* '/**• \ * ' n ■') *■ ; _ j 1 y 

A Certain 1 Author writes, that there was a Soul which had lain 

_ _ _ 30 Years in Purgatory, and at laft there came aft Angel,, who 

pnmptua- did bid the- Soul chufe, whether it would tarry yet one fiiort Winter's 
’runM^t % m Purgatory, or tlut it would return in^o the Worjd again, and 
i6oScrm.of chere do a-marvellous hard Penance, jq^vyic, for|one longhfindred 
the Souls. .. . '• • , ‘Years 
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Years (pace, Ihould go bafe-foot, and tread Hill upon fharp IronNails, 
eatnbthing elfe but brown Bread* and drink bitter Gall, mingled with 
Vinegar, and wear a Cloth of Camel’s Hair next the Skin, and a 
Stone under the Head,in place of a Pillow. This Soul did chule much 
rather to do all that lame hard Penance on Earth, than to tarry one 
day longer in Purgatory. 

Of the miraculous Efficacy of Alms and Prayers for Souls departed, 
in an lnflance of their Extending to the Living when miflakingly 
applied 


T 


He Author of the Defence of Purgatory ,and.of Prayer for the SouU De- • 

farted, recounteth as from Bede in this his old. Englijh $ bow that ^Qaartti, 
m a fighten Field betwixt Egfride and Edeldred , two Princies of our p. an. ’ 
Land, it fortuned that a yonge Gentleman of Egfrides Army, Ihould 
be lo grievoufly wounded, that falling down both himlelf without 
lenfe, and in all mens fights, ftark dead, he was letten lye of the Ene¬ 
mies, and his Body fought with care to be buried of his Friends. A 
Brother of his, a good Prieft and Abbot, with diligence making learch 
for his Body, amongft many happened on one that was exceeding like 
him, (as a man may eafily be deceived in the alteration that freight 
falleth upon the Soul’s departure, to the whole form and falhion of the 
Body) and bellowed of his Love, the duty of Oblequies, with Iblemn 
Memorials for the reft of him, whom he took to be his Brother decea- 
fed: burying him in- his pwn Monallery, and caufingMafs to be done • 
daily for his pardon, and Soul’s releafe. But, fo it fortuned, tbit his 
Brother Humaffat fo was he caulled) being not all-out dead, within four _ 
and twenty Hours came reafonably to himlelf again : and gathering 
withal Ibmeftrength, role up, wafht himlelf, and made means to come 
to feme friend or acquaintance, where he might lalve his Sores,j afl&l 
.dole his Woundes again: But by lackeof ftrengthe tQ make fhifte, and 
by misfortune, he fel into his Enemies handesand therbytheCapi- 
taine examined of his Eftate, he denied himlelf to beof Name or De- 
grie in his Coontry. Yet by the lykelyhopds that they gathered of his 
coomly demeanure,and Gentlemanly ke taulke, which he could hardly 
difiemble, they miftrufte (as it was indeede) that he wasa Man of 
and more than a Com men Souldear. Therfore in hope of good game 
by his raunlon, they thought good after he was full recovered, for fear 
of his efcape to lay Irons upon him, and lo to make lure-work.. But fo 
God wrought, that no fetters could howld him: For every day once at 
a certainehoure, the handes bracke lowfe without force, and the man , 
made free. The Gentleman marvailed at the cafe himfelf, but his 
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fcepers and the capkaine were much more aftoyned thereat, and ftraite- 
ly examined him by What cooning or erafte he could With fuch eafo 
fet himfelf at Kbdrtid:- arid bare him inhand^j thaPhe tifed Ghara< 9 &rs 
or Letters of bun forcery and 1 which erafte, With the pra&ife of unlaw- 
foil artes. But lie anfweredin fadnefie,' that-he was alltogether unskfti 
ful in fiiche thinges. Mary (quod he) I have a brother in my cdorttry 
that is aprieft, and I knowne certainly, that he faithe often Mals for 
my foule, fttppctfirig me to be departed add ffaihe in batayte, add 
if I were in>m Other Lyfc, I perceive, thy. foul by his intereeffion 
fliould be fo low fed out of paines, as my body is now froth bondes: 
The capitaine perceiving (o much,and belyke in (urn awe of Religion, 
feeinge the worke of God to be lb ftratmge, (buhl him to a Londoner j 
with whofne the lame things happened in his bondes fowling every day. 
By which occafton hewaslicenfedto go home to tmfriends,and procure 
his ranlom, for chargeing him with divert forts of fureft bands, none 
Could fellfely ho wide him. And fo upon promifleof his refume or pay-* 
ment of his appointed Price, he went his Wayes, and afterward truely 
difcharged his Credit.Which doone by friend/hip that he fowhd in the 
feme Coontry, afterward returned to his owne parties, and to his bro¬ 
ther's howfe : to whorne When he had uttered all the Hiftory of his 
ftraunge fortune,bothofhis mifery and miraculous relieving,he ehq«iired 
diiigentlye the whole circumftance,with the howre and time of his daily 
ldwfinge,and by conferring together,they fownde that his bondes brake 
lOWfe, efpecially at the very jufte time of his celebration for his foule. 
At Which times he confeffed, that he was dtherWifeih bis great adver- 
fities often releafed alfo. Thus hath that holy Writer affmoft Word 
for word, and are thende he addeth this: Many hearing thus much of the 
Tarty bimfeff,were •wonderfully inflamed -with faith and xaaleyto pray, to give 
ilmefe, and to offer facrifiee »J the holy Oblation, for the delivery of tbelre web 
beloved frendes departed'out of this life. For they under flood, that the health- 
fuB facrifiee, was available for the redemption of both Body and Soule everlas¬ 
tingly. And this fiorie, did they that beard it of the Forties owne Mmthe, tt- 
forted unto me. Whereupon homing fo good proofe,l dare be bowlde to write it 
m nty EceleflapcalHtfiory. And thus mu<£h bkbsBeda abowteeghtehuft- 
drea yeares ago, when our Nation being but yonge in Chriftianity,was 
ftddfe ih tfie true Belief, by fuftdry wonderous Workes of God. 

Atlinh Defence and Declaration of the Catbo- 
hckCbutches Doftrtne of Purgatory, p.atl. 
Printed at Antwerp, by John Latitts, 
;. ’ with Privdedge, iyby. 
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St. Catherine^/ Sienna’* Fiji on of a Soul in Grace. 

Catherine of Sienna, conceived an ardent Defire to behold a Soul 
0 'n Grace,and advantaged with all the Beauties thereof: Full of this 
Defire, (he was no fooner' departed from a Sermon, but Ihe heard a 
Voice from Heaven, faying unto her, Catherine , prefently. tbcu (halt fee 
the fruit of thy Defire. And retiring her (elf into her Oratory, (he 
there befought God for the performance of his Promile, and fuddenly 
beheld a Perfon of incredible Majeftv, all circled about with Light, 
and Ihining with clear Splendorsat the fight of which,Ihe was (o wrap’c 
in Admiration, and Reverence, as Ihe prefently proftrated her felf be¬ 
fore its Feet, with inrention to adore it, had it not with theft words pror 
bibited her: Catherine forbear , for I am not God, as thou imagineft ? And 
who then ? anfwered the Sainr. I am , faid It, the Soul of a certain 
Murtherer yopi prayed for , not long fince, in feeing me led to Execution ; 
who being new cleanfedin the Fire of Purgatory, and going all purified to 
Heaven, after I /hall have left you fatufied of your Defire by the Command¬ 
ment of Almighty God. 

An admirable Method to love, ferve, and honour the BleffedVirgin 
Mary. Written, in Italian by the R- F. Alexis de Salo, Ga- 
. puchin : And Englilhed by R.F. Permijfu Superiorum, 1639. 
p « 79 * 

the Efficacy of the Rofary to free a Soul from Purgatory. 

A T what time Sr. Dominick preached in the Kingdom of Aragon , 
a certain young Virgin of good account, called Alexandria, 
made Inftance unto him, as he came down from out of the Pulpit, 

( where he had omitted nothing that might make for the Commenda¬ 
tion's of the Rofary, ) to be admitted into the Sodality thereof; which 
(he obtained, although for the reft, her Life was no ways according¬ 
ly, (he being one who fpent much more time in adorning her Body, 
thah to. have her Soul well adorned. Now it hapned, that two Gentle¬ 
men at once making Suit unto her, it was fufficient ground of Quar¬ 
rel ( as they in their Madnefe thought,) one to challenge the other in- 
,to the Field, where they both remained dead upon the place. The 
Friends of either hearing of this fad Accident, and imagining her ( as 
it was true,) the Caufe, to be revenged on her, they ru(hed into her 
Houle, and notwithftanding (he defired,at. Jeaft, but fo much refpite ■ 
as to Confefs her felf; they would notallow it her, but prefently cue 
off her Head, and threw it into a Pit But our Bleffed Lady, who 
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has ever a fpecial care of ber devoted Servants, (though never (b de¬ 
fective, ) revealed the FaCt unto St. Dominick, who, in order to her 
merciful Commands, went to the Pit, and called on Alexandria by her 
Name 5 when, behold ! (a wondrous Accident,) the Angela, vrfibly, m- 
fight of all the People, brought up the Head from the bottom of the 
Pit, which joined unto the Body. Shebelbugbt the Saint to hear her 
Confeflion; which being done, (he declared three Things, worthy of 
particular Note, arrived unto her both before and after fhe was dead. 
The firft,That by vettue of her being of the Confraternity of the 
Rofary, (he had a perfect Aft of Contrition at thelnftant of her Death» 
without which, infallibly, (he had died Eternally. The fecond, That 
as (oon as (he was dead, the Devils putting her to great Alright, (he 
was marvelloufly fecured and comforted by the glorious Queen of 
Heaven. The third, That for Penance, and fatisfeCnon of the death 
of thofe two Gentlemen, (he was condemned to Purgatory for Twa 
hundred Years, and for Five hundred more, for her Vanity in Attire, 
die caufe of that fo lamentable effeCl; but that (he hoped, by the 
Merits of the feme Confraternity, to be foon delivered from that Pu— 
ni(hment. And having faid this, after (he bad remained alive two 
whole days, for the Confirmation of the Miracle, and to augment the* 
Devotions of the Sodality, (he left this Life again, whofe Body was 
honourably Interred by the Sodalifts there : When Fifteen days after,, 
(he appeared again unto St. Dominick all in Glory, cloathed in resplen¬ 
dent Beams of light, declaring unto him, after a worldof Thanks for 
the ineftimable Benefits (he had received of him,, two Things of eip*-- 
dal Note concerning this Devotion of the Rofary. The one was. That; 
fte was delegated to him from the Souls in Purgatory, witha Petition 
to be likewife inroH’d in the Sodality,to receive the benefit of it amongfti 
the reft. The other, That the Angels much rejoiced at the Erection 
of this Sodality , and that God inffiled bimfclf the Father of it.theBtefc 
fed Virgin the Mbrher, &c. And having (aid this, (he flew away to 
Heaven. 

A Method to ferve the Bteffid Virgin Mary, p. 481,481, 48 li 4 8 4 » 
4 8 5 ‘ 

Peter of Clmny , farnamed the Venerable , and effeemed in his time 
astheOradeof France, was a man who proceeded] ntheleAttairs witn. 
much confederation, not countenancing any thing either frivolous^ or 
light. Behold the Caufe, wherefore 1 willingly make of© of his Au¬ 
thority: He telleth, that in a Village of Spain, named the Star , tnere 
was a Man of Quality, called Peterof Engelbert, much efteemed in the 
World for his excellent Pacts, andabundant Riches* - ' . 
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Notwithttanding the Spirit of God had made him underftand the 
Vanity of all humane Things, being now far ftepped into years, be 
went intd a Monaftery of the Order of C/« igny, there the more pioufly 
to pafs the remnant of his days, as it is faid. The beft Incenfe cometh 
from old Trees. He often fpake, among the Holy Friars, of a Vifion 
which he law, when he as yet was in the World, and which he acknow¬ 
ledged to be no fmall Motive to work his Conversion. This, brute came 
to the Ears of venerable Peter , and who, for the affairs of his Order, 
was then gone into Spain. Behold the Caufe why he, never admitting 
any Difcourfes to be entertained, if they were not well verified, took 
the pains to go into a little Monaftery of Nazare, where Engelbert was, 
and to qtteftion him upon it in the prefence of the Bifhops of Oleron^ 
and Ofma, conjuring him, in the virtue of Holy Obedience, to tell him 
punctually the Truth touching: the Vifion he had feen, whil’ft be led a 
fecular Life. This Man being very grave, and very circumfpeCt in aH 
he faid, fpake the words which the Author of the Hiftory hath couched 
in his proper terms. 

In the time that Alpbonfiu the younger, Heir of the great Alpbonfitt% 
warred in Cafiile againft certain Factions difunited from his Obedience, 
-1 m made an EdiCt, That every Family in his Kingdom (hould be bound 
-to furnifh him with a Soldier; which was the Caufe,that for Obedience 
to the King’s Commands, 1 fent into his Army one of my Houfhold 
Servants, named Sancim. The Wars being ended, and the Troops 
difcharged, he returned to my Houfe, where having fome time fo- 
journed, he was feized by a Sicknefs, which, in few days, took him 
away into the other World. We performed the Obfequies ufuallyob- 
ferved towards the Dead, and four Months were already paft, we heard 
nought at all of the ftate of his Soul, when, behold ! upon a Winters 
Night, being in my Bed, throughly awake, I perceived a Man, who, 
ftirring up the Allies of my Hearth, opened the burning Coals, which 
made him the more eafily to be feen. Although I found my felf much 
terrified with the fight of this-Ghoft, God gave me Courage to ask 
him. Who be was, and for what purpofe be came thither to lay my Hearth 
abroad? But he, in a very low voice anfwered, Mafler , Fear nothing, i 
am your poor Servant Sancius: I go into Cafiile, in the company of many 
Soldiers, to expiate my Sins in the fame place where I committed them. 

I ftoutly replied, If the Commandment of God call you thither , to what 
■ purpofe come you hither ? Sir, faith he, fake it not amtfs, for it is not with¬ 
out the Divine Permiffon. I am m a (late not defperate , and wherein l 
may be helped by you, if you bear any good will towards me. Hereupon 
1 required what his Neceflity was,-and whatSuccor he expected from 
me? You know, Mafler , faid he, that a little, before my death , you fent 
me into a place where ordinarily men t are not (anilif ed. Liberty , ill Ex- 
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ample, Youth, and Temerity, all confpire againfl the Soul of a poor Soldier, 
who hath no Government. I committed many Outrages during the late 
War, robbing and pillaging, even to the Goods of the Church, for which I 
am at this prefent grievoujly tormented: But, good Mafltr, if you loved 
me alive as one of yours, forget me not after death. I ask no part of your 
great Riches, but only your Prayers, and fame Alms for my fake, which will 
much ajjifi to mitigate my pain • My Mtfrifs oweth me about Eight Francks 
upon a Reckoning between her and me, let her not he flow it for my Body, 
which bath no need of it,but the comfort of my Soul, which expeftet bit from 
your Charity. 

I know not how I found my fclf emboldened by theft Speeches, but 
1 had more defire to entertain it, than fear of the Apparition. 1 de* 
manded, Whether it could tell me News of one of my Country men* 
named Peter Dejuca, who died awhile fince? To which he made An¬ 
swer, I need not trouble my felf-with it, for he was already in the number 
of the BleJJ'ed, fince the great Alms he gave in the laft Famine, had putcba * 
fed Heaven for him. From thence I fell upon another Queltion, and 
was curious to know, What bad hapned to^certain Judge, whom I 
very well knew, and who lately paffed >rftO'the other Life ? To which 
he replied, Sir, Speak not of that miferabli Man ; for Hell poffljjetb him 
through the corruption offufiict which he,ly damnable prait ice, exercifed, 
having an Honour and Soul faleable to the prejudice of his Ccnfciente. My 
Curiofity carried me, higher, tp enquire what became of King Alpbon* 
fus the Great? At which time I beard another Voice that came from 
a Window behind me, laying, very diltinCtly, It isnotofS&ncwisycu mu ft 
demand that, becaufe he, as yet, can fay nothing of the fate of that Prince ; 
but I have more Experience thereof than he: I deceafing Five Years ago,and 
being prefent in an Accident which gave me feme light of it. 1 was much 
furprized, unexpectedly hearing this other Voice, and turning,-faw, by 
the help of the Moons brightnete, which reflected into my Chamber, a 
Man leaning on my Window, whom 1 entreated to tell me. Where then 
King Alphmfus was ? Whereto he replied, He will Inew, that pafilng 
out of this Ltfe, he had been much tormented, and that the Prayers rf go id 
Religious Men much helped him ; hut he could not , at this prefnt, fay in 
what (late he was. Having Ipoken thus much, he turned towards San- 
cius, fitting near the Fire, and laid, Let us go, it is time v’e depart, At 
which Sancius making no Anfwer, fpeedily rofeup, and redoubled his 
Complaints, with a lamentable Voice, faying, Sir, I entreat you, once 
again, remember me, and that my Miflrtfs perform the Requefl I made you. 
The next day Engelbert understood from his W ife what the Spirit told 
him, and with all obftrvation dilpofed himfelf fpeedily and charitably, 
to fatisfie all was required. 
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In the ZSniverfal Defer/ft ion of the Theater of Heaven and Earthy 
ly Jofeph. Rofaccio i Cofmogr'apher and. Dolt or in Philofopfiy find 
Pbyfick , Printed at Venice, 1610. C. 4 * Of the Extent of 
Helly Purgatory, Limbus Patrum, and Abraham’* Boiome. 

T HE Sphear of Hell, or to fpegk more properly, the Circumfe¬ 
rence of Hell, is the Loweft 1 part of the Earth, and the Bignefa 
of it is about feven thoufand, eight hundred and feventy five Miles. 
The Breadth of it, that is to fay the Diameter, is the third part of the 
Circumference, or little left* and fo are all Spherical Bodies. It is 
diftant from Us three thoufand Miles, and feven hundred fifty eight, 
and a quarter. ' 

Above the Sphear of Hell is that of Purgatory, fifteen thoufand*- 
feven hundred and fifty Miles in Circuit, and diftant from Us two 
thoufand, five hundred and five Miles and'a half. 

Above the Sphear of Purgatory is that of Limbus Patrum , which is 
twenty three thoufand, fix-hundred and twenty ftve Miles* and diftant 
from Us one thoufand, two hundred and fifty two Miles. 

Above this is Abraham's Bofome, much about the fame length and 
diftance as theother. 

Some objett againft this, that we have plac’d Hell lowermoft, and 
have made it left than the Earth, or any of the other Places, whereas 
we ought to have made it bigger*in regard of the vaft numbers of People 
that have been crouding thither for-theft many thoufand of years, and 
never return, and will be daily crowding thither till the Worlds end.. 
To which we anfwer, That when the Center of the Univerft (hall be 
remoy’d out of the way, after the Day of Judgment, and the Earth, 
with all that infinite heap of Mountains and Seas,- (hall-be calcin’d to 
nothing, there will be fpace enough* betides char, the Damned in ! 
Chains and Fetters mtift nor expfcwt to have fo much liberty- al tlje- 
Saints.in Heaven who are- unconfici’d.. 
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Miracles of the Britilb, Englijh and Irijh 

SAINTS. 


A Knight of Oxfordfliire refufing to pay Tytbes , One rais'd from 
the Dead convinces him of his Crime. 

J ohn Brompton, Abbot of Joreval, and one of the Decern Scriptores, 
Col. 7 3 6. tells os, That St. Auftin, (who was felt hither from • 
Rome ) once upon a time being to preach in the County of Ojc- 
ferd, at a Town which is called Compton, there tame to him the 
Prieft of the (aid Town, laying; Father , may it plcafe you to under ft and, 
that a Knight,the Lord of this Manner, having been often admenijhed by me , 
will not pay theTythes of thofe things which God has given him ; and having 
tbreatned htm with the Sentence of Excommunication, I have found him the 
more obfiinate. Which St Auflm hearing, when he bad firft lent for the 
Knight, faid thus to him. My Son, wbat is this which I hear of thee? 
Why pay you not your Tythes to God and the Church ? Know you not that the 
Tythes are not yours, but God's? To whom the Knight anfwered in wrath j 
Who plowed or fowed the Land ? Did not I? Know all men therefore, that 
to him belongs the tenth Sheaf, to whom belong the other nine.. To whom 
St. Auftin replyed, My Son , do not talk at this rate. For you may ajfure 
your felf, that unlefsyou pay your Tythes as other Chriftian Vetple ufe to do, 

I will excommunicate you. And turning to the Altar to lay Mafs, he 
faid aloud before all the People, I command that no Excommunicate Per - 
fon be prefent at Mafs. At which Words a Dead Corpfe which lay bu¬ 
ried in the Entrance of the Church, rearing up it felf, and going out 
into the Church-yard, flood there like a Statue all the while that 
St. Auftin was faying Mafs. Upon the fight of this, all the Faith¬ 
ful that were there prefent, being almoft frighted out of their 
Wits, came to Blefled Auftin, and told him wbat had happened i To 
whom, faith he, fear not. But let a Crofs with the Holy Water go before Us, 
and let Us fee what is the matter . Whereupon Auftin going along with 
the People, came with them to the Entrance of the Church yard, and 
when he faw the Dead Body, he faid, 1 command thee in the name of the 
Lord, that thou tell me who t hou art. To whom the Dead Man anfwered. 
When on God’s behalf you commanded that no Excommunicate Ptrfon Jhould 
be prefent at Mafs,. the Angels of God, who are your conftant Companions 
whenever you go, caft me out of the Place where 1 lay bur ted, faying , That 
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the Friend of God, Auftin, has commanded the finking Fleflr to be cafi forth' 
out of the Church of God. For in the time of the Brhains, before the fury of 
the Pagan Saxons bad wafid this Land, I was the Patron of this Parifh. 
And though I was often admonifhed by the Prieft of this Church, E neOser 
paid my Tythes j and at length being excommunicated by him, I afterwards 
dyed, and was thruft down to Hell. When they had heard this, both 
the Saint himfelf, and all the People that were with him, wept much. 
And Aufin (aid, Do you know the Place where the Prieft was buried who 
excommunicated you l Who arrfwered, he lies in this very Churchyard »- 
Go before Us, faith Aufin, and {hew Us the Place. The Dead Man went 
before, and came to a certain Place near the Church, where there ap¬ 
peared' no fign at all of a Grave. And he faid to Aufin, and all the 
People that followed after him , Lo this is the Place, dig here, and yt 
full find the Bones of the Prie/l. They digged therefore at St. Auftin’% 
bidding,, and deep in the Earth they found a few Bones, which by the 
length of time'were turned very dry. Aufin asking whether tbefe 
were the Bones of the Prieft, the Dead Man anfwered, yes. 'Then Au¬ 
ftin praying a good while, (aid, That all may know that Life and Death 
are in the bands of God, to whom nothing is impojfiblt ; In his name arife, 
for we have occafion for thee. The words were no fooner out of hifc 
mouth, but all that were prelent (aw the difperfed Duft come together* 
and the Bones to be compared with Nerves, and the Man himfelf to 
rife up. The Prieft thus (landing before Aufin, Auftin faith to him, 
Brother, Do you know that Mins l Heanltoered, Father, I do know bin*: 
and I wifi I had not known him. QtlOThAuftin, Ton excemmunieaPed himt 
Quoth the Dead Prieft, I did fcr, and I had reafotr. For he was always 
a witbbolder of Tithes from the Church, and a Flagitious Man to bis laft 
day - Auftin replied, Brother, You know that God is merciful, and there¬ 
fore you ought likewife to have mercy upon the Creature and Image of God,,, 
who was alfo redeemed with his Blood, and has fo long endured the pains of 
Hell. Then he put a Whip into his hand, and the Other begging la* 
mentably for Absolution upon his knees, the Dead Prieft releafed the 
Sins of the Dead Patron. Whom being now abfolved , Auftin com¬ 
manded to return to bis Grave, and’ wait for the La ft Day. And as 
(bon as be was returned to his Grave, he immediately fell all into Afeet. 
Then faith Auftin to the Prieft, How long have you lain here ?'He made 
anfwer, an hundred and fifty, years and upwards. Quoth Auftin, And 
how have you fared all this while ? very well, quoth the Prieft, and a- 
mong the Delights of Eternal Life. Then'(aid Auftin, Would you be wil¬ 
ling to have me pray to the Lord that you may return to live among ft us, 
and to help us by preaching to bring back Souls to their Creator , which are 
now beguiled by the Devil? God forbid. Father, faith the Prieft, that1 
Jf/ould be difturbed from ttsy Reft , and that you jhould caufi me to return 
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again to the Toilfome Life of this World : Then faid Aufiin to the Prieft, 
Mj Dear Friend, go and reft in,peace, and withal , fray for me, and aU 
the Holy Church of God. Who entring into his Grave, was prefently 
turned into A flies. Then Aufltn called the Knight to him, and laid. 
How now Son, will you yet fay your Tythet to God ? But the Knight trem¬ 
bling, fell down at his feet, weeping and corbelling his guilt, and beg¬ 
ging pardon ; and having left all that he had in the World, and fliaved 
his Grown, he followed St. Aufiin all the days of his life, and dofed 
his laft day in all Holinefs, ar.d entred into the joy of Eternal Hap- 
pinefs. 
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The Wonderful Confecrati n of Weftminfter-^^ h St. Peter 
himfelf 

E Ldred , Abbot ofyRievall, gives this following Account; That in 
the time when King Etbelred, by the Preaching of St. Au(lin, em¬ 
braced the Cbriftian Faith : his Nephew Sigebert, who governed Eafi 
Angles (rather Eafi Saxon,) by the fame holy Eilhop’s Mini (try received 
the Faith. This Prince built one Church within the Walls of London, 
the principal City of the Kingdom; where he honourably placed Mi¬ 
litia Bifliop of the fame City without the Walls: Likewife towards the 
Weft he founded a Famous Monaftery to the honour of St. Peter , and 
endowed it with many Pofleflions. Now on the Night before the Day 
deftgn’d for the Dedication of this Church, the blefled Apoftle St. Peter 
.appear’d to a certain Filher-man in the habit of a Stranger, on the 
other fideof the River of Thames , which'flowed by this Monaftery, de¬ 
manded to be waft over, which was done: Being out of the Boat, he 
entered into the Church in the fight of the Filher-men; and prefently 
a heavenly Light (hone fo clear, that it turned the Night into Day. 
There was with the Apoftle a multitude of Heavenly Citizens, coming 
out, and going into the Church: A Divine Melody founded, and an 
-Odour of art unexpreflible fragrancy was (bed abroad. As foon as all 
things pertaining to the Dedication of the Church was performed, the 
.glorious Filher of Men returned to the poor Fi(her-man, who was lb 
affrighted with bis Divine Splendour, that he almoft loft his Senfes: But 
St. Peter kindly comforted him, brought him to himfelf; then both of 
them-entered into the Boat > Sr. Peter asked him if he had any Provi- 
(ion; Who anfwered, that partly being ftupified with feeing fo great a 
Light, and partly detained by his return, be had taken nothing; being 
withal allured of a good Reward from him: hereto the Apoftle replyed. 
Let down thy Net: The Filher-man obeyed, and immediately the Net 
was iilled with a ipultitude of Fifties : They were all of the fame kind, 
except one Salmon, of a wonderful largeneft. Having then drawn them 
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to (hoar, St. Veter (aid; Carry from me tbu great Fifls to MilitUS the Biftsop , 
and all the reft take for thy hire. And moreover be aftiired, That both Thou, 
all thy life-time, and thy Children after thee, for many years, (had he plen¬ 
tifully furnifbed with thofe kind of Fifties ; only be careful that you fifta not on 
the Lord's Day. I who fpeak now with thee, am Peter. And I my flfbavt 
Dedicated this Church. built to my Fellow-Citizanf, and to my Honour, fo 
preventing by my own Authority the Epifcopal Bene Jiff ion. Acquaint the Bijhop 
therefore with the thmgs that thou haft feen and heard, and the Signs yet 
marked in the Wall will confirm thy Speeches. Let him theref ore furceafe from 
bis Defign of Confecrating the Church, and only fupply what I have omitted ; 
The Celebration of the My fiery of Our Lord’s Body and Blood, and the Ipftru- 
Bioh of the People ; Let him Itkgwifegive notice to all, That I my felf will 
oftentimes vifit this Place, and be prefent at the Prayers of the Faithful, and 
will open the Gates of Heaven to all that live Soberly, juftly andPioufly in 
this World. And as Toon as be had (aid this, he presently vanifhed from 


his light. 

The next Morning, as the Bifhop Mditus was going in proceiGon to 
the Church with an intention to Dedicate it, the Filher-man met him 
With the Filh, and related to him whatfoever St. Peter had injoin’d him; 
at which the Bifhop was aftonilhed, and having unlocked the Church- 
door, be (aw the Pavement marked with Letters and Infcriptions both 
in Greek and Latin, and the Walls anointed in twelve feveraPplaces with 
holy Oyl- He faw likewife the remainder of twelve Torches, flicking 
on as many erodes, and the Church every-where yet moift with Afper- * 
(ions. All which being obferved by the Bilhop, and People prefent, 
they rendered praife and thanks to Almighty God. 

The fame Author relates, That the Children of this Filher-man, ha¬ 
ving received a command from their Father, of paying the Tythesof 
all their Gain by filhing, and offer’d them to St. Peter and the Priefts at¬ 
tending Divine Service in this Church : But one amongft them having 
prefumed to defraud the Church of this, prefently was deprived of the 
wonted benefit of his Trade > till having confed his Fault, and reftored 
what be had referved, be promifed amendment for the future. 

J tlliam of Malmsbury adds to tbi6 Story; That the Filher-man, who Malmf. de 
frery fimple, and as yet not a Chriftian, difeovered to the Bilhop Ge ft- p J on ~ 
very exactly the Shapes and Lineaments of St. Peter, well known to the tfJlc ' ' 
Bilhop by bis Picture pubtickly extant at Rome. 

In the Year 635. fays Father Creffy, S. Birinus, being advifed by Pope p. 350. 
Hmortus to repair into Britany for the Converfion of the Weft-Saxont , 
does afiert this Apoftolick Mtjfion of S. Birinus, our Lord, to have been 
approved by a Divine Miracle * and for the truth of his AiTertion, quotes 
Baronius, who cites for it, as he fays, William of Malmsbury, Hunting¬ 
don, Florentius , Mathew of Weftmmfter, &c. 
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Miracles of the Britifh, 

' I have thought expedient, faith he, to deferibe hereout of the ARs of St. Bi- 
rinus a wonderfulMiracle befeeming an Apoftolick Man , which is omitteeTby 
St. Beda. It was thus : The Holy Man being arrived to the Shore of the Bri- 
tifh Sea, and ready to take Ship, celebrated the Divine Myfteries, offering to 
Gcd the Sacrifice of the Saving Ho ft as a Viaticum for himfelf and Followers. 
After which, the Seafon being proper, he was haftily urged to enter the Ship: 
and the Wind ferving them, they failed fpeedtly, when on the fudden Birinus 
called to mind that he had loft a thing infinitely precious to him, which by the 
urging haft of the Seamen, having his mind other ways bufted, he had left be¬ 
hind him at Land. For Tope Honorius had beftewed on him a Tall, or Corpo¬ 
ral, upon which he ccnfecrated the Body of our Lord, and afterward ufed to 
wear it in a'Varticle of the faid Sacred Body , which he hung about his Neck, 
and always carried with him: but when he celebrated Mafs, he was wont to 
lay it by him upon the Altar. Armed therefore with Faith, he by Divine Infpi- 
raticn went down from the Ship into the Sea, and walk'd fecurely upon it to 
the Shore. Where finding what he bad left behind, he took it, and in like 
manner returned to the Ship, which he found ftanding (till immoveable, 
whereas a little before he had left it failing extreme fwiftly. When he was 
entred into the Ship, not one drop of water appeared on his Cloatbs ; which the 
Mariners feting , kneel'd before him, and worfhipped him as a God : and 
many of them by his Treaching were converted to the Faith of Chrift. 


How St. Edmund’* Head was ntiraculoufly found , and interred 
with his Body. 

S t. Edmund , King of the Eaft-Angles, having had his Army under the 
Command of the valiant Count Walketule routed by the Danes, in 
the time of their Invafion of this Ifland, that Pious King was likewife, 
after fome farther Oppofition, taken by them; and being tied to a Tree 
by order of their General, was firft molt cruelly whipped, and then thole 
Barbarians did, as it were in fport, fo pierce with their Darts his whole 
Body in all places .that in a (hort time, there was not left place for a new 
Wound; yet he willingly fuftaining all thefe Torments for the Faith of 
Chrift , and Defence of his Countrey, they cut off his Head. 

But the Rage and Malicious Fury of thofe Vagans not ceafing^ter 
they had thus fi iin King Edmund ; but calling out his Body defpi^Wful- 
ly, they kept the Head to revenge themfelves yet further on theTongue 
which had fo conftantly. founded forth the Name of thrift : and after 
they had ufed all manner of Contemptuous Srorns upon it, they call it 
into a fecret place in a thicket of a Wood adjoining, left the Chrift sans 
fhould venerate it, and decently bury it with the Body. 

There it remained a whole years fpace: after which the Vagans reti¬ 
ring out of the Countrey, the firft care of the Chriftians was to honour 
their Holy King and Martyr. Affembling themfelves therefore together 
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out of their lurking Places, they reverently took his Body out of the un¬ 
clean Place where it had.been call, and then with all diligence fought 
for the Head. And whilli every one of them with equal Affedion fearch- 
ed each corner of the Wood,, there hapned a Wonder not heard of in 
any Age before. For whilft they difpers’d themfelves in all parts, and 
each one demanded of his Companions, where it was that the Danes bad 
Call the Head,the fame Head anfwered them aloud in their own Tongue, 

Hire, here , here : neither did it ceafe to cry out in the fame Words till it 
had brought them to the Place. And to add to the Wonder, there they 
found a mighty and fierce Wolf,which with its Fore-feet held the Head, 
as if appointed to watch and defend it from other Beafts. When they 
were come, the Wolf quietly refigned it to them: fo with joyful Hymns 
to God they carried and joyn’d it to the Body, the Wolf in the mean 
time following it to the Place where they buried it * after which, the 
Beall returned into the Wood : In all which time, neither did the Wolf 
hurt any one, neither did any one {hew the leaft Intention to hurt the 
Wolf. F. Crejfeyh Church Hiftory, P. 734, 735, 736. 

A Monk Divinely punifhed for his neglefl to venerate the Holy 
Crofs. 


A Monk of Glaftenbury named Ail ft , refufing to bow, as others did, f. CreflyV 
to a Crucifix ') at Taft, either out of Compunction, or by Command Church 
of his Superior, he bowed himfelf: but a Voice proceeding from the I- Hiftory, 
mage, faid thefe words diftindly; Now too late Ailfi, now too late Ailfi; A 87 6 - 
Which Voice fo affrighted him, that falling down, he prefently expired. 


St. Dunftan’r Miracles. 


O Nee upon a time, a mighty Beam, from the top of the Church, Sarisbury 
threatning the Deftrudion of many by its fall, St. Dunftan with his Breviary, 
Right hand making the fign of the Crofs, lift it up again. . Lejfon. 3. 

Further, As this Saint was praying one Night, the Devil affails him in 
the Ihape of a Bear, and endeavoured with his Teeth to fnatch the Staff 
out of his Hands.upon which the Man of God leaned; he unaffrighted lifts 
up hiatftaff, and followed the horrid Monfter, beating him, and finging 
thefe words : Let God arife , and let his Enemies be fcattered. And the Ugly 
Phaniafm vanilhed. 


A Miracle to affert the Real Prefence. 


W Hen St Odo was celebrating the Mafs in the prefence of certain of p. Creffy’j 
the Clergy of Canterbury (who maintained that the Bread and church 


Wine, after Confecration, do remain in their former fubftance, and are Hiftory, 
no,t Chrift’s true Body and Blood,but a Figure of it:) When be was come A 8 * 2, 


to Confradion,prefently the Fragments of the Body of drift which he 
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held in bis hands, began to pour forth blood into the Chalice. Where¬ 
upon he filed tears of joy; and beckning to them that wavered in their 
Faith, to come near and fee the wonderful Work of God; as foon as 
they beheld it, they cryed out, Oholy Prelate, to whom the Son of God 
has been pfeafed to reveal himfelf vifibly in the Flelh, pray for us, that 
the Blood we fee here prefent to our Eyes, may again be changed, but 
for our Unbelief the Divine Vengeance fall upon us; he prayed accor¬ 
dingly - y after which, looking into the Chalice, he few the Species of 
Bread and Wine, where be had lefc Blood. 

Hew our Saviour let St. Wittekundus know the Worthy and Zsn- 
werthy Receivers. ' 

Bolland. Ct. Wittekundus in the Adminiftration of the Eucharift, few a Child eo- 
tn vita e- ter j nto every ones Mouth, playing and fmiling when' fome received 
■fan 7 kirn, ar| d with an abhorring Countenance when he went into the Mouths 

Qt bers; Chrift thus (hewing this Saint in his Countenance, who were 
Worthy, and who Unworthy Receivers. 

St. Wereburga’r Wild-Gonfe Miracle. 

Malmsbur. Tp H E Memory of Wulfere, King of the Mercians , received a great lu- 
de Pontif. I fire from the wonderful Sanftity of his Daughter St. IVereburga, 
■C 4 - Who after her Father’s Death undertook a Religious Profeffion, and by 
aw * P * ^ er Brother was perfuaded to accept the Government of three Monafte- 
S- Were- r,es Religious Virgins, Frickingharn^ fince called Trent , in Staffordshire, 
burga. Wedupt and Hamburgh in Nortbamtonjhire. In this Station (he nor only 
found due Obedience from her Devout Daughters, but even Irrational 
and Wild Creatures became fubjeft to her Command, as if by her San- 
■ ftity (he had recovered that Empire which Man enjoy’d in bis Primitive 
Innocence. This will be made appear by her baniflting from her Terri¬ 
tory great flocks of Wild Geefe for their Importunity and waftful De¬ 
vouring her Com and other Fruits. The manner of itwras as followetb. 

There was near the Walls of the Town a Farm belonging to the 
Monaftery, the Corn whereof was much wafted by Flocks of wild 
Geefe, which the Steward of the place endeavoured, but In vfffn, to 
chafe away ; of which incommodity he made complaint to the Poly 
Virgin : Whereupon Ihe commanded him, faying, Go jour ways, and 
(hut them all up in a Houfe. He wondering at lb ftrangea Command, 
thought ( the Saint fpoke thofe words in jeft: But when (herenew’d the 
feme Injunction conftantly, and in a ferious manner, be returned a- 
mongft the Corn, where feeing great numbers of fuefa Fowl devour¬ 
ing the Grain, be, with aloud Voice, commanded them,inhis Miftrifles 
name, to follow him: Hereupon, immediately, they all, in one Drove, 
follow'd him, and were (hut up together in aHoufe. Now it bapred, 
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that a certain Servant, privately, ftole one of the fame Bird*, which be 
hid, "with intention to eat it. The next morning, early, the Holy Virgin 
went to the Ho'ufe, where, after (he had, in a Chiding manner, repre¬ 
hended the Bird* for ufarping that which beloriged not ro them, (he 
commanded them to flie away, and not return. Immediately the 
Whole Army of them took wing ; but being fenfible of the injury done 
♦hem, they flew not away, but hovering over the Holy Virgins head, 
with-wonderful rroife, made complaint of their Ids. She hearing their 
importunate Clamours, uftderftood, byInfpiration, thecanfe thereof; 
and, after fearch made, the Offender confefled his Theft i whereupon 
fhe commanded the ’Bird to be reftared to her Companions. After 
which they all, with one confenc, flew away, fo as that not any Bird of 
that kind was after wardsfeen in that Territory. And William of 
Malrhiburji affirms, That cbe ftolen Bird was kill’d, and again reftored 
to fife by the Sainn i F. CreffPs Cburth-Hiftorj , p. 417. 

Of St. Jufiinian’j being beheaded, and of his croffin^ the Seas on 
foot afterwards, with his Head in his hand. 

S t. Juftirtiatt was bdrn- ©Pa Noble Family in Ltjffr Brit any , where, dp. Cap - 
after Waging fpent hit Yoftthin Study and.Learning,he received the ln 

Order of Priefthood. Theft he travelled, and at length came to an „f tm *~ 
Ifland, then called LetmAcj , now Ratnfy. Afterwards he became St. 

David's Gonftflbr, and a mighty Promoter of Chriftiartity. This fee 
the Devil to work again# him j and by that Enemy of Mankind's In-, 
ftfgation, three of this Holy Mans-Servarfts, who had been reprov’d by 
him for their ldknefs, and mifpending their time, rufht upon him, 
threw him to the ground, and molt cruelly cut off his Head. But 
in the place where the facred Head fell to the ground, a Fountain of 
pore Water prefcmly flowed, by drinking of which, in following times, 
many were, miracuioufly, reftoredro health, 

1 Biu Miracles,- greater than thefe, immediately ftfcceeded his death : 

For the Body of the blelfed Martyr prefently rofe, and taking the 
Head between the two Arms, went down to the Sea fhore, and walk¬ 
ing thence on the Sea, paffed over to the Port called by bis Name; 
and being arriv’d in the place where a Church is new built to bis me¬ 
mory, it) feu down, and wa*'there buried by St , David, with fpiritual 
Hymns and. Canticles: In Which Church our Lord vouchfafes fre¬ 
quently to atteft the San&fty Of his Servant by many Miracles. F. Cref~ 
fi's Church* Btft orJ, p. 2 34. 
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How S. t Ofitha walk'd, when dead, with her Head in her hands, 
’ and knock’d at a Church-door. 

Baron. ad Qt. Ofitha was Daughter of a Mercian Prince,'named Fritbwald and 
A. D 653. 0 0 f Wtlterburga, Daughter of Pende , King of the Mercians, She 
was bred up in great Piety, and, through her Parents Authority, be¬ 
came Wife to Sighere, Companion of S. Seb. in the Kingdom' of the 
Eafi Angles. But preferring the Love of a heavenly Bridegroom, be¬ 
wares in fore the Embraces of a King, her Husband complied with her Devo- 
Martjro- t j on . anc | 5 moreover, not only permitted her toconfecrate her felf to 
Oftol our LoVd, but bellowed on her a Village, fituated near the Sea, called 
Chic, where building a Monaftery, (he encloled her felf. And after 
(he had fpeac feme time in the fervtce of God< ithapned that a Troop 
of Danijb Pirats landed there; who, going out of.their Ships, Wafted 
and burnt the Countrey thereabout, ufing all manner of Cruelty 
againft the Chriftian Inhabitants. Then he who was the Captain of that 
impious Band, having learnt the Condition and Religious Life of the 
bleffed Virgin St. Ofitha, began, by Entreaties, and Prefents, to tempt 
her to Idolatry ; adding withal, Threats of Scourging, and other Tor¬ 
ments, if (he refufed to adore the gods which he worfliippedl Bert 
tbeHoly Virgin defpifing .his Flatteries,; and not fearing his Threats, 
made fmall account of the Torments attending her. Whereupon the 
* (aid Captain, enraged at her Conftancy, and (corn of his Idols, pro¬ 
nounced Sentence of Death againft her,, commmanding her. to lay 
down her Head to be cut off. And in the fame place where the Holy 
Virgin fuffered Martyrdom, a clear Fountain broke forth, which cured 
Capgrav. feveral kinds of Difeafes. As foon as her Head was off, the Body pre- 
in s. oji- fently rofe up, and taking up the Head in the hands, by the conduct of 
tba. Angels, walked firmly the ftraight way to the Church of the Apoftles 
St. Peter, and St. Paul, about a quarter of a Mile diftant from the place 
of her fuffering: And when it was come there, it knocked at the Door 
with the bloody hands, as defiring it might be opened, and thereon 
left marks of Blood. Having done this, it fell there down to the' 
ground ; now her Parents having heard of her death, earneftly defi- 
red, as feme recom pence for .their lofs, to enjoy the comfort of bury¬ 
ing with them her headlefs Body: which being brought to them, they. 
Interred it in a Coffin of Lead in the Church of Aylesbury, where ma*: 
- ny Miracles were wrought by her Interceflion. At length, fier (acred 
Reliques, by a Divine Vifion, were tranflated thence, back again to the 
Church of Chic, which Maurice, Bifhop of London , repofed in a pre¬ 
cious Coffer ; at which time the Bifhop of Roche(ler, then prefent, was 
cured of a grievous Infirmity. F .CreJJi's Church-Hiflory, p. 4x4. 
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ike Hiflory of .SY.Claire, a Martyr to Chaftity. 

S t. Claire, by Birth an Engli(h-man, of a very Noble Defcenr, and II- Mareym- 
luftrious for his outward Comelineft, inward natural Endowments, 

Angular Piety, rare Chaftity. Being at years of maturity, his Parents Novem ’ 
would have matcht him to a Noble and Beautiful Virgin: Bur, to pre- 
fervebis Virginal Purity, on his very Marriage day he ftole away into 
France , where he efpous’d an Hermit’s life, and fpent his days in ftritt . 
Exercifes of Piety. But the Enemy of Man’s falvation could not long 
fupport the brightnefs of Divine Graces fhining in this Saint} toobfcure 
which, he inflamed, with Luft, the Mind of a certain Noble-woman 
dwelling near, who immediately attempted toexpugn the Chaftity of 
the Servant of God: But St. Claire refolutely refilled the (hamelete 
Lady; notwithftanding which refiftance, when her Sollicitations more 
increaled, he was forced, for bis own quietnefs and liberty, to forfake 
his Monaftery. 

The lafcivious Woman, defperately enraged with his departure, 
lent two Murderers in learch of him, who, at laft, found him in a poor 
Cottage, where he had fixed hiff Habitation with one onely Compa¬ 
nion, named Cyxinuc. There they firft fet upon him with many oppro¬ 
brious Speeches, and, at laft, drawing out their Swords, they molt 
cruelly cut off his Head, whil’ft he, devoutly kneeling, offered his Sa¬ 
crifice of Chaftity to our Lord, the Lover of pure Minds, and Patron 
of Innocence. , 

This glorious Champion of Chaftity being thus victorious by Pa¬ 
tience, prefently after arofe, and with his hands taking up his Head, 
by the alfiftance of Angels, carried it to a Fountain, not far diftant, 
into which he call it} and then carried the fame back to the Oratory 
of his Cell; and going on a little further,towards a Village feated near 
the River Epta, which fince took a new Name from this glorious Mar¬ 
tyr, he there confummated his Courfe,and tranfmitted his blefledSoul 
to Heaven. As for his Companion Cjrirns , he being firft dangeroufly jp can . 
wounded, was, by the Prayers of St. Claras, wonderfully reftored to grav.inS. 
health. The diftinfl place where this holy Martyr fuffered, is laid to Claro. 
be in the Territory near Rouen in Normandy, near the River Syne. 

S. Decumaous does himfelf xoafh his own Head, after it wat 
cut off. 

A.D.jo 6 . 

S t. Decumanut , born of Noble Parents in tbe Seuth-weftern parts of Martyr. 

Wales, forfiking his Countrey, the more freely to give himfelf to Angi. 27. 
Mortification, and Devotion, paffed the River Severne upon a Hurdle Au g u fi- 
of Rods, and retired himfelf into a mountainous vaft Solitude covered 
with Shrubs and Bryars, where he fpent his Life in the repdle of Con- Decamp 
temptation, till in the end he was fhin by a Murderer. But *», 
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But it fo hapned, that when bis Head was cut from bis Body, the 
Trunk raifing it (elf up, took ihe Head, which it carried* from, the 
place where be was (lain, to a Spring not far off, which flowed with 
a mod chryftal Water, in which', with the Hands, it wafhed the Blood 
.away; which Spring, in memory of the Saint, is, to this day, called 
St. Decumanfis’s Spring, near to which place the Body, together with 
the Head, wap Honourably buried by the neighbouring Inhabitants. 

F. Creffii Church-Hi/lory t p. 52 6. ^ . 

S. Ruadanus, and S. Finnian, Counter- Miracle one another. 

S t. Ruadanus obtained this fpedal favour of God, that from a otttain 
Tree in his Cell ( Tilia it’s call’d) from the hour of Sun-fettiog till 
Nine a Clock the next Day, dropt a Liquor of a peculiar tafte, plea flog 
to every Palate; which then fill’d a Velfel, which fufliccd for' a Dinner 
for him and all his Brotherhood: and from Nine a Clock to Sun-fetcing 
it dropt half a Veflel full, with which Strangers Were entertained Upert 
the fame of this Miracle many of the Saints came to St. Finnian , deflring 
him to go along with them to that place, and perftiade RuadansttAo live 
a Life common with others. Sc Finnian went with them, and when they 
came to the Tree that gave the admirable Liquor, be (ign’d it with the 
fign of the Croft, and after Nine a Clock the Liquor ceas’d to flow. 
St. Ruadanus hearing that hi6 Mailer S. Finnian, and feveral others were I 
come to him,hecalled his Servant, and bid him prepare a Dinner for 
his Guefts; who going to the Tree, he found the Veflel that flood un¬ 
der it wholly empty, and told his Matter how it was; who bid him 
carry bis Veflel to tbe Fountain, and fill it to the top with Water, 
which when he had done, prefently the Water was changed into the 
tatte of that Liquor which dropt from the Tree. Moreover,he found 
a Filh of great bigneft in the Fountain, and carried all to tbe Man of 
God i who commanded him to fet thefe Gifts before Sr. Finnian. He 
feeing what was done, Crofled tbe Liquor, and' it was changed again 
into common Water, and faid, Why is this Liquor of a falfe Name given 
unto me? The Difdples of St. Finnian feeing all this, delired their Ma¬ 
tter to go to the Fountain, and Croft it, as he had done the Tree: But 
St. Finnian anfwered them, My Brethren, do not grieve this holy Man , 
for if he go before us to tbe next Bsg, he will he able to do the fame that 
he did in the Ttke, and tbe Water, namely, make fuch Liquor flow thence. 
Wherefore St. Finnian, and the reft, all entreated St. Ruadanus, that he 
would live as others did ; which he yielded to, amt he held the com¬ 
mon courfe of living. 


Digitized by 


Google 


St. 



33 


Englifh and Irifh Saints. 


St. Auguftin’f Miracle. 

S c. Augufiin difputing with the British Bifliops about the Obfervation Father 
of Eafier, and arguing. That they did not keep it in its due time: Creffy’* 
When the Britams , after a long Difputation, would not be moved to c Jj% ch ' 
give their Aflfent, but would follow their own Traditions, St Augufiin 
brought the Difpute to this Conclufion, faying, Let us befeecb our Lord , 
who makes Brethren of one mind in the Houfe of hit Father , that he would BllX cX. 
voucbfafe , by Celefiial Signs, to make known unto us , which of the Tradi¬ 
tions it to be followed., and which it the right Path leading to his Kingdom. 

Let fome Perfon be here produced among us\ and he by whofe Cares be (hall be 
cured , let that Mates Faith and Brattice be believed acceptable to God , 
and to be followed by Men. This Propofition being accepted , with 
much ado, a blind Man was brought before them, and was firft of¬ 
fered to the Britiflt Bifliops,but by their Endeavors and Miniftry found 
no Cure and Help. At length Aufiin , compelled thereto by juftNe- 
ceffity, kneeled down, and prayed to God to reftore the blind Man his 
fight \ whereupon, immediately, the blind Man ( upon his Prayer ) re* 
ceived fight, and Aufiin was proclaimed by all a true Preacher of Ce- 
leftial Light. 

St. Keyna turns Serpents into Stones. 


T HE Holy Britijh Virgin St. Keyna was Illuftrious for her Birth, 

being the Daughter of Braganus , Prince of that Province of y* 
Wales, which, from him, was called Brecknockfhire ; but more llluftri- n 

ous for her Zeal to preferveher Chaftity, for which (he was call’d, in thnjlmd 
the Britifh Tongue Keynvayre, that is, Keyna the Virgin. When (he under Bri- 
came to ripe years, many Noble Perfons (ought her in Marriage, but tilh^i*#. 
(he utterly forfook that ftate, having confecrated her Virginity to our 
Lord by a perpetual Vow. At length (he determined to forfake her 
Countrey, and find out fome defart place where (he might attend to 
Contempktidn; wherefore directing her Journey beyond Severn, and 
aiming to certain woody places, (he requefted the Prince of that 
Countrey, that (he might be permitted to ferve God in that Solitude. 

The Prince was willing to grant her Requeft, only he told her, The 
place did fo (warm with Serpents, that neither Man nor Beafis could in¬ 
habit in it. To which (he replied. That her Trufi was fixed in the Name 
and Affiance of Almighty God , and therefore Jhe doubted not to drive all 
that poyfonous brood cut of that Region. Hereupon the place was readily 
granted to the Holy Virgin, who proftrating her felf to God in fervent 
Prayer, obtain’d of him to change all the Serpents and Vipers there 
into Stones; foas to this day the Stones, in that Region, refemble the 
windings of Serpents through all the Fields and Villages, as if they 
had beeti fo fram’d by the hand of the Engraver. 
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Miracles of the Britifh, 


The Hiflory of St. David, and his Miracles. 


T H E King of the Region , call’d Ceretica, travelling to Duped *\ 
met, by the way, a Religious Virgin-, call’d Nonnita,-oi gieat 
Beauty •, which be lulling after, by Violence deflowr’d; She, hereby, 
conceiv’d a Son, but neither before nor after had ever knowledge of; 
any Man. The King thus Father of St. David, is call’d Xanthus ; and- 
his Mother, by fome, nam’d Melaria ; others, Nonnita. His Emfnency 
was predicted by St. Patrick long before: For that Saint being in the 
Valley pf Rofina, in the Province of Dimetse ( No/th-Weft Walts > me¬ 
ditating on his Million into Ireland , had a Revelation by an Angel, That 
after Thirty Tears a Child Jhould he horn m that Province, which [bopld 
give a great Lufirt ta that Countrey. And hi* Nativity was ulher’d- in. 
by another Miracle: For when Gildat Albania; was, from the Pulpit, 
teaching a great Congregation, on the fadden he became dumb, and 
unable tefpeak, but afterwards broke forth imp thefe words: A Holy 
W>rnan, call’d Nonnita, new frefent m this Church,great with Child , 
and [hall fhortly he brought ta Jped ef a Son, full replenijht with Grace. It. 
was in regard to him that I was hindred from /peaking , by a Divine Power 
retraining my Tongue. This Child [hall be of fo eminent SanCtity , that 
none in thefe our Parts are comparable to him » I will furrender this Region 
to him, who will from his Infancy , by degrees, increafe in Grace and 
Sanctity 1 An Angel, God’s Mtfftngtr, hath revealed this unto me. This 
Holy Child, not long after born, being baptiz’d , and growing up in 
Grace, hecame the firft Biftop of Mtnevia , to which place he tran- 
flated the Bifhoprick of Caerteon, and which, from him, was called St. 
Davids. 


Nowin the Year of Grace 519,a Britifh Synod being aflemWed.oir 
the occafion of the deteftable Heretic of the Pelagians, Paulin, a Bilhop 
with whom St. David in his Youth had been educated, earneftly per-' 
fuaded the Fathers to fend for Sc. David in the Name of the Synod, 
who was lately confecrated Bilhop by the Patriarch, to afford his aflift- 
ance to God’s Church now in great danger; but could not prevail 
with him to forfake his Contemplations, until, at laft, two Holy Men, 
Daniel, and Dubritius , by their Authority brought him to the Synod; 
And then all the Fathers there aflfembled, enjoin’d St. David to preach.. 
He commanded a Child, which had lately beenreftor ? d to Life by him, 
to-fpread a Napkin under his Feet, and Handing upon ir, he began tt* 
expound the Gofpel and the Law to the Auditory All the while he con¬ 
tinued,afnow white Dove defending from Heaven,fate upon Jhisfhoul- 
der, and the Earth, on which he Hood, rais'd it felf under him, till it 
became a Hill, from whence bis Voice, like a Trumpet, was deafly 
heard and under Hood by ah both far.and near: On the cop of which 
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Hill A Church was afterwards built, which remains to this day. When 
the Sermon was finiiht, fo powerfully did Divine Grace co-operate, 
that the Herefie foon vanifh’d , and was extinguifh’d ; and the Holy 
Bifhop St. David , by the general Election and Approbation both of 
Clergy and People, was exalted to be Archbifhop of aH Cambria. Now 
concerning the fame Paulin or Vaulins that lent for David to the Sy¬ 
nod, we find that St. David, as foon as he was promoted to the Prieft- ^ * 
hood, went to Paulins, a Difciple of St. German ; and that in a certain F ' 4 ' 
Ifland he led a Holy Life acceptable to God, and that St. David liv’d 
with him many years, and follow’d his Inftru&ions. Paulintu, at laft, 
by extreme pains in his Eyes, loft the ufe of them 5 whereupon calling 
bis Difciples together, he defired that one after another they would 
look upon his Eyes, and fay a Prayer or Benediftion on them: But 
receiving no Benefit thereby, David faid to him, Father, Command me 
not to look you in the Face ; for Ten Tears are paft Jmce I ftudied the Seri- 
ttures with you i, and in all that time I never had the boldneft to look you 
tn the Face. Paulins , admiring his Humility, faid, Since it is fo, it will 
fujjice, if by touching mine Eyet , thou pronounce a Benediftion on them. 

Prefently therefore, as foon as he had toucht them, Sight was reftored 
to them. When St. David came to dye, our Lord Jefus vouebfafed 
him his Prefence, as he had promis’d by his Angel, to the infinite Con- 
folation of the Holy Father: And St. Kentigem faw a multitude of 
Angels conducting him into the Joy of our Lord ; and our Lord A *4$ 
himfelf, at the Entrance of Paradife, crowning him with Glory and 
Honour* 

St • WinwaloeV Sifters Eye being pluckt out by a Goofe , he 
opens the Goofe, reft ores bis Sifter to her Eye, and the Goofe 
to her Life. 

S t. Winwalo? s Sifters Eye being pluckt out as- (he was playing by a.~ 
Goofe, he was taught by an Angel a ftgn whereby to know that 
Goofe from the reft about the Houfe,and having cut it open,found the 3, « 25.' 
Eye in its Entrails, prefervedhy the power ofGod uhhurt, and (hining 
like a Gem; which bd took, and put it, in again in its proper- plaCfc, 
and recovered his Sifter: And was fo kind alfototheGoofe,as : 
to fend it away aMve, after it had- been cat up, to the reft of-the . 
Flock. 




3^ * Miracles of the Britiihj 

An Obedient Fox punijht for ftealinga Saint's Hen. 

Bull. A3. A Fox having ftol one of S. Genutpb’% Hens, he chid the Fox, and 
San3_tn commanded him to lay it down juft in the place whence he took 
nul'ph it; all which the Fox performed •> but could not fo efcape, but was mi- 
Jan.17. raculouRy pun lht for his Theft i for as he was running away by the 
Door of the Church, he fell down dead. 

The Miracle of the Red Sea repeated. 

The State ¥ TTTHile St. Patrick labour’d with great fuccefs in the Gofpel, Bri- 
efChureb VV tain was illuftrated with the Memory of another great Saint Wittr 
‘tblil'fland wa ^ oe » t J le $ on of a Noble Perfon called Fracon , Coufin-german of a 
under Bri- Britifis Prince nam’d Coton. This S. Wtnwaloe was from his Childhood , 
tifh Kings, inflam’d.with an earneft defire to liVe to God only; and having got leave 
f. 89- of his Parents to be commended to the care of a certain Religious Man, 

he made great Progreffes in Vertue and Holinefs; and in procefs of 
time undertook a Monaftical Profeffion. Many Miracles Goa wrought 
by him, in performance whereof, having a firm Faith, he made ufe only 
of the Sign of the Crofs, and Oyl which had been blefifed : Amongft 
which Miracles the moft ftupendious was, his raifing a Young Man to 
Life. 

At this time the Gloryof the moft Holy Prelate St. Patrick was fa¬ 
mous in God’s Church, who like a Bright Star illuftrated all Ireland^ 
and the report of his admirable Vertues kindled in St. Winwalde fo great 
an Affeftion towards him, that he endeavoured to pals over to him; 
and be fubjedt to his Dire&ron in Piety. Behold, while the Holy Man’s 
thoughts were bufied about this Defigfij Sit. Patrick in a Vifion prefented 
' himfelf to him with an Angelical Brightnefs, and a golden Diadem on 
his head, telling him he was the fame Patrick, whom he fo earneftly de- 
fired to vifit: But to prevent a dangerous Journey by Sea and Land, our 
Lord hath fent me to thee to fulfil thy defire , fo as thou may ft enjoy 
both my fight and Converfation *. he further told St. Wimvalce ,that he 
lhould .be a Guide and Director of many in Spirituals. 

The Baron of Honfden r Fifion. 

I N the Year 1596. the Baron o(H»nf<len, who had been formerly of 
Elizabeth, the Queen of England^ Council, falling dangeroufly ill, 

* fanuentring into his Chamber fix of the Principal Officers of this King-: 
dom, who dyed a little before, and had as well as he been cruel Perfe- 
cutors of the Catholick Religion. They appeared almoft all furrounded 
with flames; and in that difmal eftate, drawing near his Bed, they bid 
x him acquaint William Cecil, one of the Accomplices of their Impieties 
and their Violences, that in a little time he (hould defcend into,Hell, 

* ecPbyV^rC) * tbCf© 
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there with them to luffer thePunifhment that was due to fo manyCriroes. 

After they were vani(h’d, the Sick Man related the Vifion he had had, 
and affirmed with Oaths that it was no Reverie, but a certain Truth. 
Neverthelels he did not avail hmielf of it: For inftead of employing 
the remainder of his Life in doing fruits worthy of Penitence, he dy’d 
fotne lew days after in his Error, and in his Sin; Cecil quickly followed 
. him, God having fnatcht him out of the World by a Death as fatal as 
it was fudden and unforefeen. Le Vedag. Cbrift. P. 2^5. 

The Miracles hy Chrifl’j Blood. 

H 4les in Glouceflerjhire , where the Blood of Jefus Cbrift., brought L. Her- 
from Jerusalem, being kept ( as was affirmed) for divers Ages, bert'j Hi- 
had drawn a great many great Offerings to it from remote Places: 
it was fatd to have this Property, That if a Man were m Mortal Sin, Eigblh, 
and notabfolved, he could not fee it; otherwife very well: Therefore p 494/ 
every Man that came to behold this Miracle, confefs’d himfelf firft to a 
Prieft there, and then offering fomething to the Altar, was directed to 
aChappel Where the Relique was (hewed; The Prieft who confefs’d him 
(in the mean while), retiing himfelf to the back part of the (aid Ch'ap- 
pel, and putting forth upoifthe Altai- a Cabinet or Tabernacle of Chryr 
ftal, which being'thick on the one fide, that nothing could be feen 
thorough it; but on the other fide thin and tr an (parent, they ufed di- 
verfly: For , if a rich and devout Man entred.they would (hew the thick 
(ide,till he had paid for as manyMaffes,and given as large Alms as they 
thought fit; after which (to his great joy) they permitted him to fee 
the thin fide,. and the Blood. Whether yet (as my Author, a Clerk of 
the Council to Edward the Sixth, and living in thefe times, affirms) was 
proved to be the Blood of a Duck, every wdek renewed by twoPriefts, 
who kept the Secret between them. 


Miracles fiid to be wrought by 
St. Thomas A Becket. 

r . ... • ■ ;■? -.r; :r-;- : . VV 

‘t>t: ^ ; : i - ■ ■ ' ■ 

St. Thomas A Becket chafes the BleffedVirgin forchis Miftrefs,. 
and She mends his Shirt for him. “ \ 

S t. Thomas , that Arch-ftickler againft the Prerogatives of the Crown 6enoni 
and his King, to favour the Progrefles of Church-Privileges and the Cftroni- 
Interefts of the Pope, we are told, from his youth had vow’d his Cha- ^? n - ss - 
ftity to the Blefled Virgin; and being, on a time, among fome of his z e, tf r f ot ’ 

eCom- r ‘ 77, 
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Companions ( before .h? was Archbifhop) be heart) them boaftmg of 
their Miftreffes, and the Special Prefents thev had received from them 
Thomas told them that they vapour'd foohfhly, foe he had a Adiftreft 
that far excelled all theirs j who had belt wed fuch a Prefcnt on him 
that they never faw any thing like it. A11 s he intended in a Spiritual 
Senfe; but, they urging vehemently th<ir h would (hew them what he 
talked of; he ran to the Church, and p;a> -d the BlclTed Virgin to par¬ 
don the Prefuraptuous Word he bad fpoken of her. To whom fiitap- 
peared in a Vifion, and incouragingly told him, that he did well to cry 
up the Excellency of his Miftrefs; and fhe gave him a very fine and a 
very little Box, which his. Companions fnatchc out of his baud and 
opening, faw fotpething of a Purple Colour, and taking it out, befcoil 
a wonderful fine Caft’a,( a Garment which the Priefts wear.) This Story 
• came to the ears of che Archbifhop of Canterbury, who lent for Thomas 
and learnt of him the truth of it, whereupon he fccretly determined is 
his mind to make him his Succeffor. But this Favour of the Virgin's in 
the Prefcnt of a New Garment, was not fo wonderful, as another we are 
told of,that concerned an Old one.For when he was Archbishop,be uftd 
to wear a Hair fhirt next his Skin on Saturday, (a Day dedicated to the 
Bleffed Virgin) which being rent, Wicknytn tells us, that the defied 
Gonon. Virgin held his Shirt, whilft he Ditched it; but Gmonus reports it tbufc 
Af'w’*!?* ^ ere wa - an ? rie ft tba * 4<*ily, faid the Mafs of the Blejfed Virgin* 

man 'ltd- becM 4 f e - be bad »ot skill to fay any other ; who being accjtfed, was fufpended 
bdtifmus h St ' Thomas from his Office for his want of skill. St. Thomas op, 4 
Maris- ***** had hidden his, Hafr-Jhirt under his Bed*, that at a convenient feafinba 
tuts, f. 73 . might fecretly fowitThe Blejfed Virgin appeared, to the forefaid Brief;,, and 
commanded him to. go tp Thomas, and tea, hit** that the Mother of God had 
granted leave to the Brief *h«t daily celebrated, her Mafs, and was fufpended* 
to officiate again ; by this token , that fhe* for who.fe love he faid Mafsi had 
fowedhis Hair-Jhirt that lay in fuch a place » and had left the Red Hair with 
which fhe fewed it. Thomas bearing this, was amazed, and ftundit.fi 
as the Brief related , and gave him power hereupon to officiate. 

. A Fowl is turn d intg a Carp for St. Thomas his Conveniency. 

T H E EngUJh Legend relates in the Life of St. Thomas , That when 
he was at Rome, upon a Failing-day, a Fowl being provided for 
his Dinner, becauf^ 4 V> Fifh could he bought, the Capon was mira£Uf 
loufly turned into a Carp, rather tharf the, Holy Man (hould break the 
Orders of the Church. 
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by St. Thomas a Becket. 3 9 

How God miraculoufly vindicated Thomas againft his Enemies in 
his Ufe time. 

N Ow St Thomas being accounted the King’s Enemy, began to be p 0 i y d. 

contemned, and hated by the common People,that coming to a Virgil. 
Town called Strode , the Inhabitants of that Place meaning to put an An jp 
affront npon this good Defpifed Father, prefumed to cut off his Horfes 
Tail which he rode upon : but hereby they brought a perpetual re- ' ' 3 ' 
proacb upon tbemfelres; for afterwards it fell out, by the Pleafure of 
God, that all the Race of thole Men that committed this Fatt, were 
born with Tails, like Brute Beafts; whence the Proverb comes of Ken- 
tiJhLong- tails. - 

The Wonderful Judgments of Thomas a Becket’j Murderers. 

A L L Men Ihunned their'Coftfpany, and none eat or drank with Hoveden.. 

them ; they call the Fragments of their Meat to the Dogs, and Hift. 
when they had rafted them, they would eat no more of them: fo ma- s "* 
nifeft was God’s Vengeapce, that they who contemned the Lord’s Anoin¬ 
ted , were even Contemned by Dogs. A Canoniz’d Hiltorian adds fur- Antonin-, 
thef. That ofthofe'whd,killed him, fome with tbeir Teeth gnawed off Hfi.T*z. 
their own Fingers in pieces, dthers bad tbeir Bodies flowing with Cor- A?® 5 - 
rupt Matter, others Were 'diflhlved by the Palfy, and others miferably 
died of Madnefs. 

Certain Vifions, Revelations and Miracles relating to St. Thomas 
a Becket’r Death. 

A Little before St. Thomas returned out of Banifhmertt,ttwas reveal- Antonim 
ed to him, that a few days after his return he fhould go to Hea- HiJt.ToA. 
ven by dying a Martyr; and we are told that while he way praying at ? 7C<5- 
the Monaftery of Pontiniac. he heard a Voice from Heaven, faying, 0 Harpf. 
Thomas, Thomas, my Church Jhall be glorified in thy Blood. A certain ikld'j 
Young Man being under an Infirmity, uis Soul went out of his Body, 
and returned again i and he faid he had been wrapt up into Heaven, Ang1, 
and faw an empty Seat mightily adorned, placed among the Apoftles; * 

And when he asked for whom that magnificent Seat was prepared, 
an Angel anfwered, it was referred for a certain great Prieftof the En- 
glijh Nation; which was underflood of Sr. Thomas. Heraclius alfb, the Capgrarr 
Patriarch of Jerufalcm , coming into England , relared this Vifion. A cer- in 
tain Fryer was fick to Death in a Monaftery of the Holy Land, the Abbot 
defired him to certify him of his Hate after Death, which he promifed, 
and dyed. A few days after he appeared to the Abbot, and told him 
he enjoyed the Vifion of God; and that you majf not doubt of my Hap- 
pinefs, know, faith he, That when I was carried hjt Angels into Heaven, 
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there came a great Man with an unfpeakable admirably ProceJJion follew- 
ing him -of Angels , Patriarchs , Prophets, and Apoftles, &c This Ma n 
uood before the Lord as a Martyr, all his Head being torn, and hi 8 
Blood teeming to diftil from the clefts of his Wounds. To whom the 
Lord laid, O Thomas, thus it becometh thee to enter into the Court of 
the Lord ; and added, l will give no lefs.Glory to thee , than that I have 
be ft owed on Peter. And the Lord took a mighty golden Crown, and put 
it on his Head. The Fryer added, Know for certain , that Thomas of 
Canterbury is flain about this time \ mark my words , and obferve the 
time: And fo he vaniflied. This the Abbot told to the Patriarch, who 
Horeden related it in England. Before St. Thomas was buried, as he lay in the 
Hift. p. Quire upon the Bier, in the morning, lifting up his Right Hand, he gave 
his Benediction tothe Monks. 6 

Caefartus ’ A certain Soldier, a great Lover of St. Thomas, was enquiring eve- 
Dialog. -ry where, How he might get any of bis Reliques ? Which a crafty 
dtfi. 8. e. Prieft hearing, at whole Houle be lojourned, laid to him, I have by me 
7°- a Bridle which St. Thomas long ufed; which the Soldier hearing, gave 
him the Money he asked for it, and received the Bridle with much De¬ 
votion. And God, to whom nothing is impolGble, willing to reward 
she Faith of the Soldier, vouchfafed to work many Miracles by that 
Bridle in Honour of his Martyr; which the Soldier coniidering, built a 
Church in Honour of St. Thomas , and, inftead of Reliques, put therein 
this Bridle of the cheating Prieft. 


Mighty Wanders performed in the Behalf of thofe that invoked 
> St. Thomas’* help. 

Feftiv.fol. T' Here was a Bird, fays the Fefiivale, that was taught to fpeak,and 
8o.£2 An- 1 could lay St. Thomas ; it hapned that this Bird fitting out of his 
toninus Cage, a Spar-Hawk feiz’d on it, and was ready to kill it *, but the Bird 
* 7 o 7 #4 * crying. Sir. Thomas help, the Spar-Hawk fell down dead. 

Lambert’* King Lewis of France was extraordinarily beard, for coming over 
Peramb.of to offer at this Saints Tomb at Canterbury, and praying for a fafe Paf- 
Kenr, p. fage, he obtained that neither he, nor any other from thenceforth that 
*43' crofled the Seas between Dover and iVtthfend , Ihoutd fuffer any Loft or 


Shipwreck. 

Antoni- Again, A fpecial Friend of Thomas, being under an Infirmity, came 
mu. Ibid, to the Tomb of tbfe Saint, to pray for the recovery of his health, which 
he received to the full: But being return’d home, he thought within 
himfelf, that perhaps that Infirmity was inflicted on him for his Salva¬ 
tion, and was for the greater profit of his Soul than Health was-, and 
therefore returning to the Sepulchre of the Saint, he prayed, That what 
Jhould rnoft conduce to his Salvation , whether Sicknefs or Health, that Tho¬ 
mas would obtain it for him of the Lord. Whereupon his Infirmity re¬ 
turned again upon him. t Sc. 
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St. Thomas’* Civility to other Saints in the matter of Cures. 

A Clerk bating been troubledwith Vomiting, and a bloody Flux, Capgr.vit. 

' and a Pain in his Eyes, that he was almoft blind, he had for 15 St. Cuth- 
days together implored the Martyrs help at Canterbury : to whom St. „ r1, *° • 
Thomas at laft appeared, and bid him rife quickly, and go to 'Durrham 1 ' 
toSt-Cutbbert, and by-hiaMerits he fhonld obtain Mercy and Health: 

For (Paid he ) I will have my languishing Patients and Servants goto him 
for Cure, and bis come to me. And the firft day he came thither he was 
cured. 

The peculiar Veneration paid to St. Thomas’* Shrine, even above , 
that of the Blejfed Virgin, or that, of Jefus Chrijl. 

T JT T E are told of an Hundred thoufand People, that in fome years, W. Sum- 
s fVV have come to pay their Devotions to his Shrine! Nay more, 
that their Zeal towards him was fo hot, as fometimes they feemed t° ^ " cer ' 
have but little confederation of the blefled Virgin her felf, and none at ? 4 ' 
all of Chrift. For there being three Altars in the Church o f Canteri v 

bury, one dedicated to Chrift, . another to the Virgin Mary, and a third Hilary of 
to Thomas. We are told out of an old Lieger-Book of that Church, that popijh 
'one Year the Offerings at the Shrine of Thomas amounted to 974 1 . Treafms , 

6 s. 3 d. when thofe to the blcffed Virgin came only to 4 /. 1 s. 8 d. &«• 1- > 7 * 
and to Chrift nothing at all. 

Of a Man that had his Eyes put out, and his Privities cut off, and 
was made perfe-8 again by St. Thomas. 

G N E EHwardus having in his Drink broke into a Man's houfe, and 
ftole iome of his Goods, fuch an Adion of Felony was laid 
againft him, that he was condemned to have his Eyes put out, and his 
Privities to be cut ©ffj which Sentence was executed upon him; and ’ 
he being in danger of Death by bleeding, was counfelled to .pray to 
St. Thomas. In the Night he had a Vifion of one in white Apparel, 
who bid him watch and fray, and put his Trufl in God , and our Lady,and 
holy St. Thomas. The next day the Man rubbing his Eyes, they were 
reftored ; and a little after rubbing the other place, his Pendenda, (as <, 
he calls them ) -were alfo reftored, very fmall at the firft, but growing Brev. Ri - 1 
ftiH greater, which, he permitted every One to feel that would. No man - *»* 
doubt the old Raman. Breviary points at this Story,when it fays thus: *‘1-^ 9> 
Thomas ft retched out his powerful hand to unufual , and unheard of Won- , . 
ders: For even they that were deprived of their Eyes, and of thofe parts genitali-"* 
by which Mankind is propagated *, by his Merits had the Favor to receive bus prira- 
ntw ones. ■ ti. 
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4 - The Hiftory of St. Patrick, and his 'Miracles. 

Sttni- C r - ^rtek, alias Socber, the great Apoftle of Ireland, in A. D. g< 5 r. 
bttrft.ap. U was born in the South-Weft Coaft of Brit any among the Dimetor 
Haneum. in the Province called Pembrokeshire. His Father was Cahthumius, a 
17. Mart, grjujh Prieft or Deacon; his Mother Ccncha, the Sifter of St. Martin 
St Bede. BiflwP of Tours. The Village where he was born, was called Ban * 
nava, where anciently Gyants are faid to have dwelt. 

Antiq. But Socber, afterwards called Patrick , was, in the Sixteenth year of 
Gluflon. in his Age, led away Captive in an Incurfion made by the Piks into 
Patrscio .. England, and fold to a Noble-man in the Northern parts of Ireland. 
inPatri- w h°i e Years the devout Youth fpent tn this flavery, all the’vJbife 
do. ' addrefling his Prayers to God an hundred times aday, and as oft in the 
Jocetin. in night, ufing great Mortification likewife; fo that with thefe two wings 
vit. s. Pa- he mounted to fuch Perfection, as he enjoy’d a frequent Conversion 
trjcih c. with Angels. And particularly tn Capgrave , we read how an Angel, 

. * called VtRor, frequently vifited him,, and faid to him. Thou dofivery 
well to fafi, ere long thou {halt return to thy Countrey.- But after fix 
toAHtiq- Years flavery, St .Patrick, by the admonition of an Angel, found on- 
Patricio* a certain Turf a Sum of Gold, which he gave to bis Lord, and lb 
11 ' was delivered from Captivity, and returned to his Parents Countrey, 
which he glorioufly illuftrated with the admifable Sandtity of bis 
Life. • , .. 

Afterwards repairing to Rome, he received bis Million for the Con- 
verfion of Ireland, from Pope Celefttnus , who changed his Name to 
Stamburfi Batridus, as prophecying he fliould be the fpiritual Father of many 
£ Panic ar| d fo was promoted to his Epifcopal Dignity, and directed to 

b's Voyage into Ireland- } and at the lame time received of the Pope 
twelve Years of Indulgence. * , : - 

The Irijh Magicians gave this warning of St. Patrick's coming into 
Ireland feveral Years before, faying, A Man will come hither with hit 
Wood , wbofe Table {ball be placed on the Eafiern fide of bis Houfit, and 
Ap.Cap* fotne perfons Jlanding behind, together with the other , front the Table will 
Sfqniilk -fas* t ^ >e Congregation will anfwet them, JayingyAmev. When tbit 
“Man comes he will defiroy cur Gods,.f$sbvert our Templet , deftroy Princes 
which refifi him , and his Doclrine J,hall remain and prevail here for 
ever. - , 

locetin. in Now the piece of Wood foretoldby tbofe Magicians, is interpreted 
nicUc a certain wonderful Staff which St. Patrick, before his Journey, recei- 
sa. * ’ ved from an Holy Hermit, and which was called, The Staff of Jefus. Now 

the Hiftory of that Staff is as follows: 
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The Hi/lory of St. Patrick, anef hisMiracles. ^ 

St. Patrick by Divine Revelation pars’d over to a c a > i folitary Her¬ 
mit living in an Ifland of the TyrrbenSea, whole nanie was Jufius , which 
he made good by his Actions, -beinga Manof a Holy Life, great fame, 
and much merit. After devout Salutations and good Difcourfe, the’ 
fame Man of God gave to St. Patrick a Staff, which he ferioufiy affirmed 
had been bellowed on him immediately by the hand of our Lord TeCus 
hirhfelf, who had appeared whim. JJ 

Wer . e in <h *?TJ^ rtd at fome dil ^ ance Men alfo 
who hvd folitary Lives: Of which ^Wd very frelh'and youthful, 

others Were decrepid old Men. st. Pf^Wcer fome convention with 
them, was informed that thole very old Men "'-Children to thofe who 
appeared fo youthful. At which being afton.lft^ d enquiri rhe - 
occalion of fo great a Miracle, they thus acquainteiitS, faying 6 Wt 
from our Childhood by Divine Grace have been much addiB'eA * 

Mercy, fo that out Doors were-always jiptn to all Travellers which 

Meat or Lodging.- On a certain Night tt hspned that a Stranger , bavirfft^. 

Staff in bis hand, was entertain’d by us, whom we ufed with all the Courte- 
fitwe could. On the Morning after he gave us bis Benediflion, and faid , l 
-am JefbsChrift: My Memblrs you havehit bento aft minif red to, and ibis 
Night entertain’d me in mj own Per fan. After this be gave the Staff which 
he bad in bis band 'to a Man of God, our Father both fpiritually and car¬ 
nally, commanding him tor keep it, till in fucceeding times a certain Stranger, 
named Patrick, jhculd come to vifit him : and to him he fhould give it. Ha¬ 
ving faid tbit, be prefentty a funded into Heaven. And from that day we 
have remained in the fame ffate of youthful Comlinefs And Vigour to this hour. Giral<f. 
Whereas our Children, who then were little Infants, art now, as you fee, be- Cambrenli 
. come decrepid old Men. Farther, in the vulgar Opinion with this Staff ,n 
St. Patrick call out of the Ifland all Venomous Beafts, 

St. Patrick landed in the Province of Lenfitr in the Year 432. where 
having converted Sinel the Son of Finebado, he directed his journey in¬ 
to Ulfitr, where one Dicon coming fuddenly with Weapons, intended 
to kill the Saint and his Companions. But as Toon as be faw the Holy 
Bifhop’s face, he felt compunction in his heart, led the Saint to his- 
Houle, had the Faith of Cbrifi preacht to him, and was converted. 

While St- Patrick remain’d in Ireland , the Holy Son of God Ihew’d Matt.Paris 
himaDen, into whichwholoever entred and ftaid there the fpace of one fol. 73 , 
Day and Night, he was purged from all the Sins,he had committed in 
his whole Lifej and continuing in the Love of God, he mighc lee all the 
Torments of the Wicked, and the Joys of the Bleiied. And long after 
him, an Irifa Soldier, in the Reign ot King Stephen, entred this Purgato¬ 
ry of St. Patruk, faw all thePunifhments there inflicted, and had alfo 
a full view of the Terreftrial Paradife which Man loft by ins Fall: And 
at his return to Earth again, gave the King a perfect Account of thole 
B'g'ons- ' - ■ -Digitized b* Google 




Tht Hiftovy of St, Patrick, and h'vs Miracles'. 


After eight ir"? labouring in our Lord’s Vineyard in Ireland., to the 
loftEatlf 1 " ’ ' '*'* “ 
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in Patrie. Converfion of tSafrlland, St .Patrick returq’d-ffo Bntany, and fo went On 
Patricio* ta R- ome * there to give an Account of his Apoftlelhip. At his return, 
r,c>0 ' thence to his Native Countrey, he retired to Glaflenbury, where he fore- 
Antic. told with the Tongue and Spirit of Prophecy many unfortunate, and 
Giaftoniw many profperous things which in future times Ihould behllBritany : and 
Patricio, moreover forefaw and foretold the San< 3 jjty>of St. David. who’was in hi* 
5 “J- . Mother’s Womb. And at laft yieldecU ,, ^ature in the thirty ninth year 
Avamde after his return to the laid Ifland, Was buried in the OldChhrch ot* 
Doroer- the Right, band of the Altar by>Jfeclion of an Angel, a great.flame like- 
ham. Joan. wife in the fight of all bre~ un f> forth imthe lame place. He lived 0t&> 


Mona- 

chu». 


Colganu* 
ad 6 Fe 
injg&L. 
& 263 . 


hundred and eleveny^®' 

Saints that per for meet Wonderful Cenverfions. 1 

enterta ‘ ned S t.ts£dus the Bifltop, and fet a great Supper o t 
, y before him, but the Bilhop would not eat Flefli, but bjeffin* 

\ the Meat, it was turned into Bread, and Filh, and Honey. And in the. 
L\fe of St. Moedoc we are told, That when St. Molua had killed a fat 
Calf for ro receive, him, hearing that St. Moedoc didftiot eat Flefli, he 
Hefled eight pieces of Flefh>-afld they became eight Fifties i but the Bi-; 
(hop knowing by Infpiration'how they were made Fifties, heblefled! 
Coigamw them- again, and they were turned again into eight pieces of Flefli ; 
Hibern ”.ad ^ich-Sr. Mnlita feeing, he was difpleafed; for he had no other Filhes: 
jac. 3i. in his Monafiery, and therefore before thent -all, heblefled them again,. 

', )and they became aright Fifties the fccond time , and here the Contelk. 
...r: . ‘ ^ceafed ■, and^for thc Honour of St. Mohta ,. \xt was contented to feed\ 

\ ‘ ‘upon; them. .. i • . . - 

\: :. ■ f i n i s:. . ..>. • . . 


v r ; • .! Some'Booh lately printed for R. Baldwi}, f o 

T IfB Tryal of Philip Stansfield, Son to Sir lames Stahsfield of-iSfe#- Milnt, fbe 
the marcher of hi* Father, and other Crimes Libell’d agairift him, Feb.7. 1688. 

' The Revolter ; A Tragi-comedy: Adtcd between tht^fftW and Panther, and, 

. Jftligio Laid, 8tc.’ . . r • .. ' 

, An Hiftorical Relation of feveral Great and Learned ppmanifh whodid embrace 
the Pmeftant Religion, With the Reafon* of their Change, delivered in their ovtn 
Words;, GoUbfted chiefly from the moft Eminent-HiftorianS of the Roman Perfua- 
fibn :-to which is. added, a Catalogue of feveral Great .Pertian* ofihe Reman Cat ho. 
lic\ Religion who hath all along oppos’d the Tenets of the Church of Rome. 

, .A Letter of Advice to a Young Lady, being Motive* and.Directions to eftablifli 
- . her. in the Protejlant Religion : written by a Perfon of Honour, and made puhlick ‘ 
the ttfe of thatSex. - ‘ • . . . . •- . r : 

A Seafonabte Collection of .Plato texts of Sdr^tiife (jh Wotdiat length, againft.; 
fitetral'.Pomts in the Rpmifh Religion) for the life of Englijh Protejlantt. ,; . 
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